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ALL BCHC MEMBERS INVITED TO STATE \
BOARD MEETING, VISALIA, OCTOBER 15-16

MEETING SCHEDULE: Directions: T ake Hwy 99 to the
Visalia exit. The hotel is literally
WoTeLs - 2esSE T IR - Friday, October 15: Executive Committee right there on the cusp of Hwy
ot : Dinner Meeting, 6:00-10:00 p.m., Oak 198 and 99.
Room

Saturday, October 16: Education

Committee Meeting, 9:00 a.m.-noon, ELECTION OF
_ Plaza Room OFFICERS TO BE
Holiday Inn Hotel and Conference Saturday , October 16: Public Lands HELD AT STATE
Center in Visalia . Committee Meeting, 9:00 a.m. - noon, BOARD MEETING
9000 West Airport Drive, V isalia 93277 Oak Room

$79/night + tax for BCHC - please use

the BCHC Travel Site Do you have a burning desire

www ytbtravel.com/bchc to make your Sgturday : Oct(_)ber 16: Board of torun BCHC? Wantto fix a
reservations! Directors Meeting, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m., Oak wrong? Well then, put your
Reservation phone #: 1-800-465-4329 Room name in our election hat by
o sending an email to Chip
Hotel's website is: Saturday , October 16: Happy Hour/Unit Herzig at chryvchip@msn.com

www .visaliaca.holiday-inn.com Reports after Board Meeting, Oak Room or call: 951-769-3781.
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resolution of 300 pixels per inch at the actual size used in the artwork. Mail p
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advertising will be accepted from advertisers with outstanding balances. Lia
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President Page

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

This will be the last BCHC

newsletter article | submit as the

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Fall State Board Meeting
October 15-16, 2010
Holiday Inn, Visalia

organization$ President. | have
served for the past three years
for what | think is one of the
best organizations | have ever
been affiliated with. There were
problems, conflicts, and other

issues that sometimes made m
wonder what | had gotten into
but, to tell you the truth, being
President of BCHC has been
one of the best experiences of
my life. I have made lifelong
friends and collected memories that will never fade and probably be

NOTICE : As a cost-saving measure, w
will only publish 3 editions of he

Backcountry Newsn 2010.

embellished with time. | especially want to thank those on the Executiy
Committee. It has been a pleasure working with ygéau have shown a
profound professionalism and have provided excellent advice over the

<

years. | have gotten to see some fantastic parts of California going to
meetings and just joining in. It has been a wonderful three years!

On to some fun stlifThis past JulySam Burrows (Shasfainity Unit)

and | took three of our grandsons packing into the Marble Mountains f
five days. What a fantastic time we had! This was the first pack trip fd
my grandson Jordan who is eleven. He told me he was a little homesi
the first night but after that it was great. The fishing was a little slower
than we would have liked but the weather coultiave been bettethe
swimming was great, and Sam cooked up some delicious meals. My
grandson sang all four hours on the way out and told me afterward he
wants to go again and would like to start accompanying me on some
BCHC work projects. Sars’grandsons where equally as thrillé¢hat a
great way to show three young men the outdoor experiences we in
BCHC so dearly love.

It is getting close to October which means the October State Board
Meeting inVisalia, like last yeailyou will be getting notification from

Kaye Bruns, BCHC Secretafy/e have some important items to discus
budget problems, 2Q1Rendezvous functions, possible future
organizational changes, and most importarlgction of 201 officers.
Please think about who you would like to see as your new leaders. If
or someone you know is interested in running for one of the positions,
please step up. | know you may think it is a pain to be in one of these
positions but | you will find it to be very rewarding/e need people and
ideas and let me tell you Kaye anghih are great at showing new peopls
the ropes. Please plan to attend and participate in the October State
Board Meeting.

I look forward to seeing everyone at Rendezvoud 20Red Bluf next
April!
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OBJECTIVES AND PURPOSE
of the
BACKCOUNTR Y HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA
from the BCHC Bylaws

To improve and promote the use, care and development of
California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and meadows;
to advocate good trail manners.

To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry
resources in concert with livestock transportation.

To keep the backcountry trails and forage areas open to
horsemen on all public lands.

To keep current information before the Corporation
membership and its local Units regarding new legislation or
management plans related to government regulations of the
backcountry

To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as
related to the interest of horsemen and those persons
interested in recreational stooke and enjoying the

backcountry

To promote the interest of people who, due to health or
physical factors, need transportation other than by foot on
backcountry trails.

To promote public awareness and interest in the historical
aspect of horsemen and stock in the backcountry and to help
educate backcountry users on ways to use the trail and forage
in a manner that conserves theckcountry resources.

To assist in keeping the public informed of the vital need for a
clean backcountry

To promote a working relationship with and keep the work and
interests of the Corporation before our local, state and federal
officials.

To assist in the formation and continuation of local Units to
carry out these purposes.
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PUBLIC LANDS Resources dite in Washington, D.C., and US Forest Service Reg
representatives.

Bruce De Mott, Co-i¢e President of Public Land, with Ruth Gerson

(Originally published incompletely in the Spring/Summer 2010 edition) ] )
Fred Grans presentation ofhursday March 18, was videotaped for

Public Lands Co-Chair carries a lot of responsibilities and opportunitiedgSentation | was asked to maképril at the BCHAnational meeting
me. | am very thankful for the attendance that the Unit Public Lands CHaIRSON, Missouri. BCHA paid for the training DVD. Fred had forgott
demonstrated by turning out during Jeannetaed my tour each weekend!® €xistence of the simplified primét my urging, Fred contacted D

in January to present the Coordination process. The first stop was HeffidMagaret (mentioned above) and they shipped the primer Teota:

The following three weekends wereViisalia, Manteca and then Reddingl® 0Ur Rendezvous in Merced in a dayhew! Now a much-simplifie
ion of Coordination could be presented at the Public Lands Con

It was very revealing to me to see so many of the things BCHC and BC§®!S _ _ _
have been trying to say to agencies for years, in writing, in a CodﬁsptlngThursdayThe chalrpersc_)n of a local County_ Planning Commi
comprehensive document. Dennis Dailey of BCHA and | had been safiiignded Fred Grastpresentation. He was very impressed and b

these things to each other for years and the document looked like a vetfiera! copies of the prim@ine Commissioner talked about presentin
to express our concerns. It looked like a big yea! Coordination process to his county Board of Supervisors, saying, “

good stuf.” Also attending Fred Grastpresentation wasiolumne Count

When | was invited to participate with a county in the development of theiPervisorTeri Murrison. Teri is a strong advocate of the Coording

document | bought in because so much of Dennis Daiteyd my concerns PFOC€SS-

were written in. This was true because it had been taken from the BCHA ) ]
website and Dennistriting was quoted extensively contributions were At the Friday March 19, Public
seemingly significant but relatively minéso | was invited to participate in b@nds Committee meeting Ke
BCHA's development of a public lands training document for thefiiatas. Craves and Jo Johnson spoke of
We had regular conference calls with BCtadvisors and | ééred the Significance of involving and being
county document that | was involved with along with a process callgyolved with the Cal,lforn_la
Coordination. The document was forwarded to all the BCHA advisors. NeRpservation Corps (CC§). Their &
| was asked to package it into a training module for new Public LaREESentation spoke of the importan =
Chairs. Okaybut how?A couple of folks fromTexas named Dan andff the CCCs in trail maintenance
Margaret made a presentation in early March and they brought aloA§% 9€tting our youth into th’

primer Now | began to see the answer as to how to develop the traifitgioors. Before anything start
module. though, Dan Clifford snuck in

bouquet of flowersWe presente

We struggled with the county document due to its complekitg BCHC Ruth Gerson, my wonderful Publit  §&
and BCHAposition was very good, however the docunses@-page length Lands Co-VPwith the bouquet andy &
caused dffculty. Wading through the document with five County Supervisdis €2rd signed by manymany :
and even more Planning Commissioners from the lead entity proved conf irers.We wished the much
and controversial. The document was generating its own opposition. SurPrised Ruth a happy7birthday
She glowed radiantly Art Jeffers bestows a “Happy

The primer offered simplicity by a mere _ Birthday” hug on Ruth Gerson

resolution of a tax-based entity td:ollov_vmg Ken Grav_e_s and Jo Johnson, I_ pres_ented a brochure | had de

coordinateA government agency qualifiesto solicit funds for hiring the CC_:@‘for trail r_nalntenarjcé'.he_brochure he
as a tax-based entitpnce a resolution is been.present_ed to the Executive Committee and is a_lvallable upon |
adopted, a policy is developed. policy Seeking publlg funds was a follow up to the com_mltr_nent [ made
statement can be one page or just one litdSFS Recre_atlon, Herltag_e a‘MdIunte_)e_r Resourcesfafe in Washlngtor
An example one liner is “All public Iands,D;C" r_egardlng the necessity of pl:lb|IC involvement. | was in total agre
roads and trails will be kept open.” GreatYith Director Joel Holtrop and of Jim Bedwslbtatement, “Le$'stop suin
| could sell this. each other and put the money (USFS) into trail maintenance.”

Many, many hours were spent makinérhe Puk_)lic Lan_ds.Committee held a sh_ort discussion on the nece:
aeveloping a mission statement for Public Lands. Input was request
>;he Unit Public Lands Liaisons. Some responses have been received
up discussion ensued about the differences in a philosophy and a ir

arrangements to bring the leading advoc
of the Coordination process, Fred Kell
Grant, to our 2010 RendezvoAtso, many

more hours were spent arranging visits to _
our Rendezvous by the Forest Serviddnn Lange and Jerry Ledbetter made a two-hour presentation

Recreation, Heritage andolunteer necessity of trail monitoring and offered training on how it is t

Fred Kelly Grant describes the
Coordination process Ccntinued on Page
4
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Public Lands

PUBLIC LANDS, ccntinued from Page 4

Thanks to all for your support of Public Lands and your attendance

accomplishedVolunteers from BCHC Units are needed to perform thigndezvous presentations. kekeep up the momentum for perpe

important work for the eighteen Forests in California.

the Forest Service works froArt Jeffers of the
USFS Recreation, Heritage antlunteer

Finley of USFS Region 5 presented affet.

| the greatinflux prgpemm
of retirees; the

“nature deficit

disorder” of
our youth
Marlene FinleyUSFS ~ caused by

young people not getting outdoor:
soliciting public funds, and being
responsible to Jim Bedwedl'statement
of putting our money into trail work an
not suing each othevany thanks to the
USFS for their great showing!

Friday night at the annual awards dinn
Dan Clifford was presented the fir
perpetual Public Landdward. Dan
performed outstanding work and dug

deep into his own pockets to bring importantTerry Murrison, Tuolumne
County Supervisor

presenters to BCHC. Nothing was too big
and Dan dug in again to attend a meeting
with Jeannette and me with thg
USFS Chief Deputy and his staff i
Washington, D.C. Dan was a wel
deserving recipient of this ne
award.

On Saturday Jeannette and | hos
a parade from downtown Merce
into the Fairgrounds. Over fort
horsemen participated.All
merchants on Main Street we
given 72-hour notice of stree
closure prior to the paradeBCHC
Rendezvous flyer was attached
the notice and also posted alo
Main Street in downtown Merceag
My thanks to Richard Hodgson ar
Kathryn Reeves, Mi¥alley Unit,

for helping distribute and post the flyergepesentative, Pacific @st Tail

Association

Friday at the beginning of the State Board Meetiry~
we had the pleasure of a brief presentation on h

Resources éite in Washington, D.C. Marlene
Anything relating to trail work, access and so @

goes across Marlereedesk. Marlene hit all the

talking points we had discussed. For example, wif sincerely hope that BCHA will have him do a similar one for them!
kind of employees USFS should be hiring due

Anitra Kass, Southern CA Regiona

access to OUR Public Lands!

Comment from Elizabeth May, Sutter Buttes Unit, after Fred
Kelly Grant’s presentation on the Coordination process:

“I think learning the ability to use our local “small” government to

fight “big” government was very exciting. It gave me hope for the
goals that we have, and the struggles that we may face in the fuf
It was an amazing presentation. | wish everyone had attended, 4

HUNTING SEASON HORSE SAFETY TIPS
Drs. Foster & Smith Educational Staff, from: http://wwwdrsfostersmith.col

Fall means hunting season in many areas, and horse owners should be
aware, especially if their horse has colors similar to a deer or other large
game animal. Here are some helpful tips that may protect your horse.

When trail riding

It's best to avoid trail riding during hunting season, especially during the
opening weekend. If you feel safe enough in your area to hit the trails, take
these steps to help keep you safe.

Wear bright clothing and avoid earth tones; white or any color a hunter
might mistake for a wild animal

Wear a blaze orange vest or jacket while riding

Avoid riding on public lands during hunting season

Braid some colorful ribbon (or strips of Vetrap) into your horse’s tail
Put vivid bandaging or Vetrap on the bottom of your horse’s legs - you
can even wrap pieces onto the bridle where it won't interfere with your
horse’s vision

In the pasture

Keep your horse in, if possible, during times of poor visibility like early
in the morning or evening

If you can, house horses near your home during hunting season
Paint fence posts in back pastures a bright orange, so hunters will be
extra careful

Tie strips of brightly colored Vetrap to fence lines

If state law requires it, post “No Hunting Allowed” signs if you think
hunters may unintentionally wander onto your property

If the weather is cool and your horse needs a blanket, make sure it is
brightly colored

Put an orange hunting sock or a colorful tail bag on your horse’s tail

If your horse wears a halter when pastured, make sure it is vividly
colored

Foals, small ponies, and minis can wear human hunting vests

During hunting season, do whatever you can to ensure that your horses (and

lother pets) are easily identifiable as domestic animals. Remember, during

autumn, “the brighter, the better!”
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPOR T - NewVolunteer Hour Report form is now online. Our gratitL
to Carrie Johnen for her great job at simplifying the form.
Lisa Deas, Co-ie President of Education THANKS, Carrie!
| wanted to take a moment to thank each and every person A bit of news from the Central Coast.| am in the midst of
who attended the Rendezvous 2010 in Merced. starting a new unit here. | have developed an agency relations

with the Lead Ranger-Land Manager of Ft. Ord/BLM who,
incidentally just received the ‘@ke Pride idmerica”’Award.
Congrats to our very own Eric Myan. http://www.blm.gov/wo/st/
en/info/newsroom/2010/july/NR_07_16_2010.htmI%20

A bigTHANK YOU to the volunteers on the Education Committee
and Rendezvous Committee, eddilderness Rider that taught
Gentle Use classes, each Public Land person for their amazing
information and ideas, each person who conducted a clinic or

workshop, our awesome Leadershigining group, each vendor | joined the BER (Bike, Equestrian ariftail Assistance) to help

everyone who participated in the Parade and Opening Ceremony  with Mounted Patrols on the 83 miles of trails at Ft Ord/BLM.
the folks who tend the bhahose who set up theine and Cheese group also does Mounted Patrols at Garland Ranch, Montere
Vendor Reception, th&festermrt show coordinators, all the great Regiona| Parks. Monterey isa huge bike Community and I'm ti
Dutch Oven cooks/judges, and finattyevery Backcountry to work in conjunction with bike groups to help educate on sha
Horsemen of California membespecial thanks to C.J. trails with equestrians and safelonterey County is also a hugg

Hargreaves, who does the most professional job of providingus  horse/ranching/agriculture communitshich can benefit from havir
with a top notch newspapédrhis is a very useful tool in marketing a BCHC unit here.

and outreachThanks to all thet&te Oficers, too.Without your

help, our goals would be unattainabllée are no longer wee but | have also joined théentanaVildernes\lliance and met with the

we are still very mighty! Trail Crew Chief and head of volunteetsis group is interested i
Backcountry Horsemen doing Mounted Patrols deep in their e

| think we can all agree on this: we need to continue to bring young ell as doing a recon of a trail that has not seen stock in over

people into our organization and this last Rendezvous was a perfectyears. YES, | do think a unit is needed here; please contact m

opportunity to do just that! you are interested in helpinouledaze @yahoo.com

Please forgive me if | forgot someone, you are all so valuable and  Another group, which is approximately 200 strong and very
appreciated. Some volunteers are more visible and transparent to ghiterested in developing relationships with Backcountry Horsen
of us while there are thousands who are quietly working behind the ' Cajifornia, is the Monterey Bay Equestrians. | will speak at the
scenes. | thank you! next meeting and get commitments from folks who already indi
they would like to join BCHC and start a unit here.

Here is a bit of what is going on in the tate:

And, finally, representin@Vilderness Riders, | rode in the 100
Salinas Rodeo Parade, Saturday and Syddgy17 and 18.
This was an all-horse parade in downtown Salinas (over 200

BCHC State Executive Board Meeting held at Lake Sonoma
State RecreatioArea,August 12-15.

AWilderness Rider Refresher course will be held in early horses!)We rode into the Rodeo Grounds then entered the a
November Location and dates to be confirmed and notification for the Grand Opening. I ran into another BCHC couple from
will be mailed and emailed to eadhiderness Rider North Bay Unit riding in the parade. | handed out copies of the

Backcountry Newsletter in arfeft to get our name out here loce
Wilderness Rider interviews will be held this year at Rendezvous

2011 in Red BIUE. If you haven't had the chance, check out our BCHC Faceboo

page. | post some interesting information, others post events i
New flyers were posted on th@a& website: Equine Firstd areas and, in general, this is a perfect format for sharing ideas
andwWhat's the Buzz. Other Backcountry Horsemen units also have their information

posted on Facebook along with other state affiliates. “Backco
Horsemen Everywhere” is full of tidbits, too. Here is how some
our members are spending the summer:

New flyer recommendationginimal Evacuation/Backcountry
FirstAid/PCT Training-Wilderness Firshid —work in progress.
The Rattlesnake flyer is being amended for approval at the

October State Board Meeting.

Continued on Page
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EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPOR T, continued fom Page 6 And, finally, see the article in the most recent BChigwsletter

Backcountry Horsemen of California how is your summer

going?

Happy 4th of July! What are you all doing out there? Parades, |
BBQs???

GoodSearch Web search, coupons, discounts & deals for charity! |
start using this link as our search engingw.goodsearch.cornd type

in BCHA every time we use it, BCH®ill earn a pennyHeck, | search
all day long. Here come some pennies from BCHC!!

What are you doing?
| just got off my horse.. | looooove these long summer days

Off to Point Reyes to camp with the SRDRC.
Packing CCC trail crews into the San Jacinto Mountains.

Campground Host at Granite CrefkselAdamsWilderness is our
playground. Find Bass Lake Ranger District on your maps, east of
Mammoth Pool Lake on Scenic Byway 81. Public pipe corrals and the
creek is running good! Check out my Facebook photos. .

Moving to Pal@Alto - horse already in Cali. Planning to ride with you
all...

pack season in Sept.!
Point Reyes camping!

Going horsecamping with my unit for four days, starting on my
birthday!

HooverWilderness pack trip- Sister Lak@awer Lake....see ya!

Lisa Deas rode for BCHC in the 100th Salinas Rodeo Parade

Pony Express Reridetf@wberry leg), Highway 5&/agonTrain and
next month the Sierra Ghost Rid&agonTrain (Borderbwn to
Truckee). That adds up to a lot of horse camping :-)

For info on theéAug wagon train selttp://www.bighorseworks.com/
SGRHC.html

@ Cowponys Corral-yay! right onAll you BCH er's come on by and
say hi as you leave the real world for the REAL WORLD!

Kennedy Meadows - tractor parade!

BBQ with the family and good friends and watch the fireworks from thi=
good friends back yard here in Ramona:)... HAP#YH OF JULY To all
out there ~

BBQ with the extended family and 2 nights of fireworks!

Relaxing & family time.

Annual BBQ party at the ranckiVoohoo!

Lisa Deas with iha, new BCHC memheat Salinas Rodeo Parade

High Country Unit - participating in the Fandango Paraddtiras

(Modoc Cty) on Saturday.!'ll post a photo! . e . .
Riding in parades is an excellent way to

the word out about BCHC!
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RENDEZVOUS

APRIL 1-3, 201
(Check the BCHC website often foeaking news!)

Backcountry Horsemen of California is proud to preser2@ie
Rendezvous in Red Bluf California, Friday thr ough Sunday
April 1-3, 2011, at:

Tehama District Fagrounds

650Antelope Boulevard
Red Bluff, CA 96080-2470
(530) 527-5920 or (530) 527-5920

wwwtehamadistrictfaicom

With 110 acres of faground space and a wide selection of buildings,

halls, pavilions, lawn areas, there is a venue to match any event. The
fairgrounds is situated in tAatelopeVvalley near the Sacramento River

and historic downtown Red BlufTheVictorianWest. Homes, stores
and livery stables built in 1600 to 1900 still survive to this dayhe
bend in the river is the reconstructed adotWwitiam B. Ide, the only
President of California Bear Flag Republic. Itis a state historical
monument.

RENDEZVOUS JOBSAND YEAR-END

DEADLINES
By C.J. Hargreaves, BCHC Editor

Units will be volunteering for Rendezvous 2Gbb duties at the Octobe
State Board MeetingThere are manymany tasks associated with
putting on a high-quality evenfs more detailed description of each jot
will be distributed at the meeting. Following is a list of the larger job:s
(please note that some may already be “taken”). Please come pre
to take on one or more of thefou may partner with other Units, if
desired, to accomplish these large tasks.

Alcohol Sales

Live and/or Silenfuction

BLM Adoption Coordination

Contests, including Pack Scramble and Dutch Oven Cook-(
Friday Night Social

Gate, F/ andWalk-In

Kids’ Activities

Raffle, Small and/or Large

State Booth

Volunteer Coordination

Wine and Cheeséendor Reception

In addition to the above jobs, each Unit is responsible for a variety c
yearend reportsA list of tasks and their deadlines will be distributed

Red Bluff has been a well-kept secret. The Sacramento River has sbm8ate Board Meeting. Hei®a reminder of what’coming up:
of the most beautiful and relaxing waters found anywhere, besides being

recognized as the “Inland Salmon Fishing Capital oest.” The

VOLUNTEER SER/ICE HOURS - Members turiolunteer Service

lakes and streams in the area provide just about any type of fishing &g Education Hours in to the Unit Education Chalfilderness Riders

hunting a sportsman would like to do. There is no limit to the advent

with Mt. Lassen to the east and Mt. Shasta to the north.
JerryTindell and Matt Sheridan will make encore appearances at

L?ItgomitVqunteer Service Hours through the Unit Education Chair as

as to Ken Graves. Due by: January 20,1200nit Education Chairs
(only) turn aggregated Unifolunteer Service Hours in to BCHC'X/P.

Rendezvous 201! BCHC will continue to have kidsvents during the TOPHAND AWARD - Unit Presidents select the individual(s) who

3-day eventThere will be much more vendor participation, BM¥ld
Horse and Burrddoptions, BCHGs famoudVine and Cheeséndor
ReceptionyWestermArt Show Gentle Use classéBail Trials, Pack
Scramble, Dutch Oven Cook-Off, and so much hore

We welcome your comments/suggestions to continue to improve ou

provided the greatest service to the President and his/her Timit.
names in to ¥nn Joiner by February 1, 201

MAX & IRENE COCHRAN JOURNALISMAWARD - Mail paper
copies of your Unit newsletteras they wer mailed to your Unit
membersto: Carol Jo Hayreaves, Editgmo later than February 1, 20

r

event and make it a worthwhile tl’lp for all eqUine-|0Ving families. Pleq%IVIDUAL and UNITEDUCATION AWARDS - Submit nominatioi

email Lisa Deas, BCH®@/ebmaster ahuledaze @yahoo.coifryou

forms to Education Co-VPs, Lisa Deas and Dan Horn by February

would like to volunteeioffer suggestions on the events or classes you2011.

would like to see presented, or make any comments in geiégal.
want to hear from you!

New BCHC members, we encourage you to visit our website
(www.bchcalifornia.ag) often and consider joining us in Red Bhrd/
or contact a local unit to see how you can contribute to the mission
Backcountry Horsemen of California!

VENDORS: please contact BCHC President Larry Shuman for
g/endor Package and Pricingishuman62@gmail.com

BEN YORK TRAILBLAZER AWARD - Any member may nominate,
by letter anyone he/she feels has demonstrated qualities of a “trail |
(blazed new trails in some facet of the operations of the organizatio
Submit nominations toyinn Joiner no later than February 1, 201

OIIZENDEZVOUSAUCTION ITEMS - Each Unit is responsible for

contributing $1.00 per member or the equivalent value in high quality
goods to be auctioned. Deliver to thiection Chairperson at the
Rendezvouséwuction venue by Saturdapril 2, at noon.
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The deadline for submissions for the
Winter 2011 edition
of The Backcountry Newsis:
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2010
Send submissions to
news@bchcalifornia.org/ OR
cjohargreaves@clearwire.net
or mail to
1229 Maple Hill Ct.
Manteca, CA 95336-5125

’lIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII'

YOUARE INVITED
to

RENDEZVOUS 201
to be held at
Tehama Fairgrounds
(Red Bluff)
Friday-Sunday,
April 1-3, 2011

Mark your calendars & plan to attend

MORE STORIES FROM BILL BALFREY, TOP OF
THE STATE UNIT

Bill's goal in writing Trail Memories of the Northfork of the
Salmon River and More was to share some 30+ pages of
stories that have shaped or touched his life. He hopes the
stories hold some interest for you. Here are a couple you might
enjoy...

BRADLEY

Bradley comes to dinner: Bradley has an attitude. Bradley has a
reputation. Bradley is a black bear weighing in at some 245 Ibs. It
said that he was a bad bear that had been dropped off by the Parl
Service, but that is rumort was also said that one day three govern
rigs with horse trailers and two hunters per rig, with rifles, went up ri
and that the bear population droppef] biit that also is rumorl didn’t
see their rigs or the hunters anywadyeft Bradley alone because
backpackers would leave notes telling other backpackers to not cat
the river because of a bad bear that would rob your camp or worse
chase you until you dropped your pack for him to rip open and eat
backpacker food. So allow me to set the scéfilo and | had invited
guests to the cabin. That evening the 100+ year old table was set
under an apple tree and covered with a red and white checkered t:
cloth. The menu was filet, fried potatoes and onions with green sal
a red wine.As we sat down to eat | could hear yelling and pots bein
at the backpack&s camp site at the head of the meaddvere comes
Bradley! Seems he had given up backpaskieod for filet. The yelling
gave us ample time to fetch some bear repellent in the form of a .3
Bradley arrived and our dog Griz put the bear up a fir tree. He “fle\
the tree for about 25 feet. He came back down about as fast, cha
dog for ten feet, turned and headed to the table. Now I kind of likec
Bradley — but not that much. The bear repellent spoke louder than
words. Bradley now dreams of filets with red wine. Dinner went ol
if nothing had happenedrhe filets were cooked to perfectioAnd yes,
we had a bear tag.

SPARKY PUTS ON A SHOW

| was riding Sparkywhich was a beautiful mare | broke as a colt. Sl
was very jealous of me. She once ran my mother out of the corral
came racing back to me as if to s&8oy, | did a good job”. She woulc
put on quite a show when meeting a walker on the trail, especially if
would touch her with my spurd/ell | carried up a new broom over m
shoulder to the cabin and we met this woman hiker coming down th
so | gigged my mare a little and the show was on. The woman ask
she was trying to find a safe space, “Why the broom?” and as we
pranced by | replied that, “I was making a clean sweep of the trail”.
also carried a lge coil of plastic pipe up to the cabin, on Spalky
slipping the coil over my head and sitting in the middle of it. The pip
used to pipe the spring water down to the newer cabimdidnt meet
any hikers on that ride up the river
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HISTORY OF BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN Ray Longley Vice President, Everéitfelch - Treasurer and Max

Cochran - Executive Secretaryhe Bylaws were drafted by Dick
By Michael King, President, Mid ¥ley Unit Cochran.At this time the name “High Sierradgk UserdAssociation”
was chosen.
Following is a brief history of the Backcountry Horsemen for both the
new member and the old timer as well. It is presented based on the B&Ié still operating as individual organizations, after several years c
that you cannot know where you are going unless you know where yo@iSCUSSiOﬂ, the four state groups finally decided tamek constitution

have been. So mount up anddetll go take a look! was drafted in 1985 and accepted in 198@0ard of directors, electe
from each of the four charter unit-states, became the governing bo

The initial formation of the Back Country Horsemen took place in the new organization, thus uniting the Montana, Idaho, California, an

Montanas Flathead/alley in January of 1973. Growth of the new Washington Back Country Horsemen into ongamization, named the

organization continued in Montana with the subsequent formation of thBack Country Horsemen dfmerica (BCHA).

Missoula and Bitterroot chapters. Since that time, there has been steady growth within the four foundi

state oganizations, and nationwide as well. Beside the origina) &suo
Five years latefin early 1978, the three Montana chapters (Flathead, March 31, 2010 there were state Back Country Horsemen organizz
Missoula and Bitterrogtaided the formation of a new chapter in Salmorin AlabamaArizona, Colorado, lllinois, Indiana, Missouri, Nevada, Ne
River, Idaho. With an underlying belief that BCH was going to grow andviexico, North Carolina, Oregon, Uta¥irginia and/Vyoming.
would need a central body to coordinate activities, the Montana and Idaho
chapters met in early 1979 to form an umbrella organization to meet thid1e growth continues. ONpril 15, 2010, three new states were add

future need.Thus, Back Country Horsemen Afnerica (BCHA), the to the rosterTennessed)estVirginia and Geaia. This makes an eve
national organization, was born. twenty state members of BCHA. When combined with affiliate unit:

other states, there is currently a BCH presence in 47 of the 50 sta
At the time the Montana and Idaho units and state organizations werg(Affiliate units are local units within a state that presently has no sta
forming, the Back Country HorsemenWhshington was formed and  organization).
incorporated in 1977. They then developed an informal liaison with
Montana BCH and the newly formed Idaho Back Country Horsemen.Continuing regulation and attacks on the use of horses and livestoc

public lands has equestrian users in the remaining states looking to |
California entered the picture in early 1981 with the formation of the Back Country Horsemen @éfmerica for support.Thus, the BCHA
“High Sierra $ock UsersAssociation” (HSSUA).The idea of forming ~ brings together people with like interests, allows for group participati
the HSSUA came about in the fall of 1980 by Max Cochran while on anany functions and provides the vehicle to work towards common ¢
back country trip with three other experienced packers, Francis Whitein a constructive manner
Howard Glover and Rudy Redholm. One evening the four men were
sitting around their campfire at Lion Meadow on the Little Kern River BCHA has declared that their purpose shall be:
with camp guests David and Diane House. Max Cochran proposed the
idea of forming a horse association to represent the interests and 1) To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of ho
concerns of stock users in the Sierra. This association, as perceived, Americas backcountry and wilderness.
would meet with Forest Service and National Park officials regarding
Land Management and User Polia®n the trip out of the mountains, the ~2) To work to insure that public lands remain open to recreatior
four packers met Don Beddell, of the Mineral King Pack Station, at Grey stock use.
Meadow and asked his opinion of such an organization, one that would
represent the interests of both the private and commercial packers.

3) To assist the various government and private agencies in th

Apparently all, or enough, thought this was a good idea. Right after the maintenance and management of said resource.
first of the year 1981, Max and Richard Cochran, Francis White, Don and
Phyllis Beddell, Ray Banks, BMylie, and Ray and Eugene Kellog met at
the Beddelk home inThree Rivers to explore the idea furthéiax had
prepared a written list of objectives for this new organization which were
reviewed by the group. Given the continued interest and enthusiasm,
another meeting was then scheduled with each person charged with
inviting four to five other interested parties. This second meeting which
was held at the State Foresters office, was chaired by Ray Banks with
Max Cochrane secretargnd gathered over 60 attendees.

) To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the
use of the back country resource by horsemen and the ger
public commensurate with our heritage.

5) To foster and encourage the formation of new state Back
Country Horsemes'oiganizations.

Within a few weeks, the first fi€ial meeting was held ifiulare with over
280 attending. Officers were selected as follows: Ray Banks - President, Continued on Pagel
1



The Backcountry News Fall 2C

Education

HISTORY OF BCHC, continued from Page 10

And this now brings us to the Backcountry Horsemen of California It Was the original assumption that Backcountry Horsemen would b

(BCHC). Our own BCHC has approximately 3,000 members in 23  different type of organization, not the usual special interest one, norr
separate units within the state. (It should be noted here for clarificatioPP€rating as a protest group. It was felt that a service organization
that California uses the name “unit” for their individual member groups WOTK in the back countryvould lend credibility to the group when it

while other states usually use the word “chaptéiso for clarification, ~P€came involved in criticisms of agency management. This is the r
in California our organization is incorporated as “Backcountry that we should not refer to ourselves as a “club” but rathesasvie
Horsemen”, not “Back Country Horsemen” like other states’ organization
organizational names). ) ) )

It was also recognized that some of the complaints against backcol
The Objectives and Purpose of the Backcountry Horsemen of CaliforflQrse use were justified. Consequeritiyvas determined that an
while supporting the national organization, are further enumerated in tifflucational program should be a fundamental principle of the group

BCHC Bylaws: . L L .
So, service and education joined a determination to protect our heri

1) To improve and promote the use, care and development of backcountry stock use. Our name was chosen because it signified

California backcountry trails, campsites, streams and meadowg?teres'[ in much more than just wilderness. Backcountry Horsemen
to advocate good trail manners. interested in perpetuating recreational stock use on virtaihfpyblic

lands

2) To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry

resources in concert with livestock transportation. We try to limit our interests to the stated purpose. Many worthwhile

organizations already exist to provide action programs in other fields

3) To keep the backcountry trails and forage areas open to anyone interested in those has adequate opportunities to become ¢

horsemen on all public lands.

4) To keep current information before the Corporation membership
and its local units regarding new legislation or management plans
related to government regulations of the backcountry

5) To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as
related to the interest of horsemen and those persons interested in
recreational stock use and enjoying the backcountry

6) To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE

factors, need transportation other than by foot on backcountry

trails. HISTORY AND PURPOSE OF OUR
ORGANIZATION

7) To assist in keeping the public informed of the vital need for a
clean backcountry

Visit
8) To promote a working relationship with and keep the work and
interests of the Corporation before our local, state and federal

officials. BCHC Website
http://www .bchcalifornia.ora/

9) To assist in the formation and continuation of local Units to carty
out these purposes.

o BCHA Website
http://www _.backcountryhorse.com/

10) To promote public awareness and interest in the historical asp
of horsemen and stock in the backcountry and to help educats
backcountry users on ways to use the trail and forage in a
manner that conserves the backcountry resources.

D

11
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GUINNESS WORLD BOOK OF RECORDS
by Lisa Deas, Co-VBf Education, BCHC ¥bmaster

Horseback riders gathered at Fort Ord on Sundlaye 13, to participate
in a nationwide dbrt to set the first Guinnes&orld Record for
horseback trail competition.

There was a six-mile trail competition ride benefiting horse rescue
organizations, which drew 45 riders and horses from throughout the
Central Coast to Fort Ord.

SFCAllan MacDonald appeared at the ride wearing a vintage 1940s

horse cavalry sgeants uniform. MacDonald owned the last ceremonia}

cavalry horse on Fort Ord. The horse named Comanche is buried on
Ord.

SFC Alan MacDonald and Comanche |l

Sergeant
MacDonald,
at 87 Y% years
of age, was
among the
riders who
visited the
gravesite. He
spent a few
moments
talking with
fellow riders
about the
events that
occurred at
this site,

generations ago. He described Fort Ord as it was back then and he 1

of his partnership with Comanche and the duties they performed tage

The following is from the original document that was once affixed to th
monument at Comanclsegravesite...

Comanche was truly a Calvary horse as she participated in many
12

Education

parades her on Fot Ord as well as tloughout the states of
California, Arizona and Oegon.

She started in the late 1960s for the last graduating class of ba
trainees then in 1970 on the Main Parade Field, Drill g&mt
Field, and Fritsche Airfield for every commanding general incon
and outgoing - the 9th Cavairthe 10th Cavaly, Basic Combat
Support Brigade, Cook and Bakers School, and Air Brigade.

She paraded in the city of Marina, Seaside, Pacifiov@r Salinas,
Santa Cuz, Watsonville, Caswville, San Jose, King CityPaso
Robles, Redding, Palm Springs, Reno, Redwood Say Juan
Bautista, Soledad, Gihy, Morgan Hill, Walnut Creek,Ashland and
Medford Oregon, and ¥ma Arizona.

She won 1st place in most all off-post parades, and paraded in
Army Birthday Parade in 1976 on the Main Parade Field.

See: wwwwaymarking.com/waymarks/
WM2ARD Gravce of Commanche the HorsetFord Californie
for photos of the gravesite and nearbyear

The BCHC Education Fund is a
501c3 non-profit organization.

A donation in the amount of your
choice is t ax deductible.

You can now donate easily and
quickly , using a major credit card or
PayPal.

Simply go to the BCHC website
(bchcalifornia.org),
scroll down to the bottom of any
page, press the DONA TE button and
help us in our many effort s.

THANK YOU!
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cabins are in the GolddmoutWilderness, and Manter Meadow cabin |
the DomelandsVilderness.The volunteers perform basic maintenanc
the cabins, provide visitor information during the summeaintain th
administrative and public grass pastures around the cabins, work o
and pack out trashAt the public pastures of Big Meadow and Pal

N EWS RELEASE Meadow on the Kern P_Iateau, they remove the fence for winter rec
when the snowpack arrives, and replace it yearly for the summer rec
season.

This organization also provides support for wilderness restoration pr
Sequoia National Forest and the Giant Sequoia National MonumentLast year they packed in supplies on horses and mules to the Fu
1839 S. Newcomb Street, Porterville, CA 93257 Meadow restoration project to remove velvet grass, an invasive ¢
that threatens high elevation native grasses. They made eight rou
through the GoldemroutWilderness delivering approximately 3,500 pot

Date:April 29, 2010 of supplies, and then, turned around and packed out trash and f
Contacts: Mary Chislock, Publiffairs Oficer items for volunteers.

Op-Ed —Monumental Outlook Over the Horizon

Phone: 559-784-1500 One unit teamed up with Ldsngeles kids and cleared the Old Hoc
By TinaTerrell, Forest Supervisor Trail of travel hazards and trash throughout the summer

Submitted by John Keyes, Sequoia Unit
Another unit worked in the Domelandilderness, to restore and main
Backcountry Horsemen of California trails to Manter Meadow Since the Manter Fire (2000), many tr
throughout the fire area are plagued with falling dead trees. Last ¢
The Back Countrydic] Horsemen (BCHC), a service organization wdsur different work parties, maintained 12-15 miles of trails, remow
formed here irmulare County in 1986, with several volunteer units on tfedlen trees, and cut down overgrown thorny whitethorn along trails. Me
Sequoia National Forest. There are several organizations that are actaisarinstalled and maintained facilities at wilderness trailheads that i
the Sequoia National Forest and Giant Sequoia National Monument. Mw&gor information stations, horse hitching posts, corrals and restrool
split their service between “on-the-ground” projects, and educational outreach
efforts focused on the next generatiowith a passion and love for theOur thanks, and our cowboy hats are off to these dedicated m
backcountrythey continue the tradition of packing stock into the backcountiglunteers! They deliver many services that help access and pro
and teach safe and ethical use of our public lands. “wildness” of our national forests.

Teaching a stewardship message. If you would like to voluntegrschedule a workshop or presentation, pl
The BCHC members teach a stewardship message highlightihgdlie contact: Bonnie Searcy - Sequoia Unit, (559) 798-1913noe Lang
No Trace wilderness ethics donating time, equipment, and animal stqgg . P .

. . ) rnville [sic] Sierra Unit, (760) 378-2486.
Members present “Gentle Use” packing workshops to Bsigkdnd Girl [sic] (760)
Scouts, 4-H groups, schools and community groups. They conduct horse

and mule packing and camping demonstrations, at Butterfield School Days, - QUI than kS, and our COWboy hats
the MyForest Summit, and many other civic eveAtd=rontier High School :

in Bakersfield, the BCHC unit offers a back country animal packing are Off to these dedlcated mounted
curriculum to Future Farmers Afmerica students. volunteers!”

Members also pack-in supplies for backcountry experience&tf&isk
youth, providd_eave No Taceeducation for Pyles Boys Camp Leadershjp
Training, along with training for Boysic] Scout Horsemanship Merit Badges.
They assist the Southern California Sportsissociation, and the Safari DON’T FORG ET I\éleAIT_ENYDC,)A\LéR
Club with youth programs including the Porterville Fréilg-a-Tfeeprogram Fall State Board Meeting

on Farm Day Wilderness Riders is another educational outreach progfjam ,. .. .
mgl\glsalla Holiday Inn

A\ 4

for trained back country stock users. These activities all drive home a si BCHC
message, protect our wildlands throu@gntle Useskills. October 15 - EC Mtg
) RENDEZVOUS
October 16 - Public :
Here is where our imaginations of the west take form. Tehama Fairgrounds

Many BCHC units travel into the six wilderness areas in the Sequoig k‘oands’ EducaU_on, tte April 1-3, 2011
maintain several historic Forest Service guard stations which once holB&@&rd Mtgs, Unit Reports (Red Bluff)
the early forest ranger fire patrolmemrout Meadow and Grey Meadow
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Horse Expo 2010

% s it...the bear got a pack saddle and boxes, ! must have built a
Az pretty good camp because | saw several people taking pictures of |

After being a “fixture” in the same spot for the past eleven years, m
caused some stress issues. Some of our members even had to us
map and compass work to find us. Howevtewasvery satisfying to
hear a number of visitors say that when they didn’t find us at the olc
location they were concerned we were not at Expo and others wel
worried they would miss the presentations and demos while trying t
us.

As | have boasted before...BCH has been establishing itself as a v
unique entity at Horse ExpaVe offer information, demonstrations anc
skills not available anywhere else at the event. (Where else could:
find BEAR FACKING?) Being that Horse Expo is advertised as the

e

T : largest equestrian show North America, with all the top name
clinicians, trainers and educators.sitbvious BCHC scores very high
HORSE EXPO 2010 the list. Apparently becoming a noted attraction has gained us resp
by Dan Marus, Mother Lode Unit Education Coordinator and recognition and very nice benefits at Expo.

AsW.C. Fields once said, “Location, location, location”. ONell, he
shouldhave said it!/Anyway, June 1, 12 and 13 found the BCHC
Gentle Use Camp in a new location at Horse Expo in Sacramento. In
today’s environment, “re-location” of public service groups typically
means a down-sizing in spacé&/hoa thaypilgrim...NOT FOR BCHC!!!
Expo moved us to a beautiful site with grass and tall redwoods that we
almost FOUR TIMES the size of the area we previously occupied!!!!l
This new space gave us plenty of room for hewative ideas for future
displays, a large Gentle Use/LNT camp, stock management and packi
demos and Dutch Oven cooking.

S0000, just what does BCHC do at Horse Expo? Our display was
centered around a Gentle Use camp with a large canvas wall tent
(graciously donated by Ben DuBose, Sutter Buttes Unit), surrounded bz
several large tables covered in literally dozens of various BCHC hand
and two television sets playing different educational videos.

We had wooden signs next tofdifent camping venues describing prope
Gentle Use technigues used in

common activities suchas  TheTrail Symposium speakeratea was newoo. A large grass and
showering, cooking, bathroom  ree area able to seat a couple of hundred attendegsisttacross the
needs, stock management, etCyalkway from our camp - far enough that the two venues don’t con
Three different highlines but close enough to share visitors. Thanks again to our five BCH
demonstrated various ways t0 speakers and four arena presenters. Bruce DeMott (Co-VP of Pu
set them up and how to tie Up | ands) and Michael Murphy (BCHA Delegate) were our regular
stock. A camp kitchen was setreturnee lecturers on Saturday addition, 2010 brought two new

up to show back country speakers to the symposium: Carolyn Gilmore (Mother Lode) spoke
cooking skills and lowimpact  stock Management in the Back Country and Ruthie Heuer (San Jo
techniques.And, of course,  sierra) talked abowvildlife Awareness...(which | believe was about
~ there was a herd of metal  how to throw a great party). Carolyn, Ruthie and | spoke all three d

~ mules to demonstrate packing

. and tack skills. Ithappened 35 johnson (San Joaquin Sierra) was back in the arena for the we
there was one of the State Faikyjth Desensitizing Pack Stock. Ken Graves has been...(please no
Golden Bear statues next 1o «has been” in this case is not used to describe Ken, it is to indicate
| oursite...yep, couldn’t help Ccntinued on Page :

|
|
|
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HORSE EXPO, continued from Page 14

“previously”)...an arena headlinerery yeaat Expo and, along with
Michael Morse and Lee Roeséhmeir Forest Service pack strings always
gather crowds before, during and after their presentations.

PUBLICITY IDEAS

Adapted for BCHC bmwwwcals.uidaho.edwebsite by C.J. Hareaves

One of the biggest attractions at the Gentle Use Camp was the Dutch
oven cooking. Mother Lodg'champion, first place winning cooks Ron

Akers and Sheila Bond taunted guests with the smells and tastes of their ,
award winning flap-jackeryThat Dutch oven stéifeally brought in the

visitors and once they were inside the camp...well...“you hook ‘emand 3
we’'ll clean and fry ‘em”. I'd like to offer Ron and Sheila a “BIG 4
THANK YOU” - they worked hard every day from opening to closing.

Of course, the Horse Expo BCH Camp could not happen without our
terrific camp volunteers...ALL MOTHER LODE MEMBERS!! It

started on Thursday with six of us spending six hours setting up the camp !
Then, in addition to the chiafhours, 21 members put in 121 hours over the ™
three days attending to the camp and visitors...a number of people doing o

multiple shifts. The “rock” docent was Bob Gilmore who was tladire 10
day, evelry day, for 30.5 hoursdoing packing demos, tying knots and 11.
stringing highlines. Thank you very much, Bob! 12.

13.

Looking back over twelve years of Expo, it strikes me that this eventis  14.

one of the HIGHESTMPACT demonstrations of GENTLE USE

information that BCH sponsor#lthough it is a tremendous amount of

work and commitment, | think BCHC really makes a mark on the 13
equestrian community and | thank the State Education Committee for its =
18.

support. Next year? Whew...

BCHC thanks Mother Lode Unit and all who helped at 5,

. Get listed in service and trade directories; subscribe to and adver

Horse Expo!

19

GREA JOB!

15.

Know your organization inside and out, so you can “sell it” on a
moments notice.

Develop & use a distinctive business card that promotes your
organization.

Cultivate the art of talking to people; advertise by word-of-mouth.
Take a genuine interest in former members—call them or send po:
about your events/activities.

Give away specialty items that include your name & a program
invitation—pens, calendars, etc.

Develop an informational brochure/booklet.

Make a video production for cabi&/.

Write a newspaper column or a magazine or journal article on youl
Make liberal use of news releases and public service announcem
Make reprints of the article and use them as handouts.

. Use banners to promote BCHC and/or your unit.

When someone asks for your help, say “yes.”

Give a free demonstration.

Give speeches toganizations in your community

Send thank-you notes to those who have included your organiza
their events.

Ask to appear on local radio V.

Do a survey of past members to get feedback and hear their idea
Sponsor a community event — for example, a pack clinic or other
educational event - and invite the press.

Get a booth at an information fair or trade sh@veate an interesting
display and distribute brochures.

Buy personalized license plates that say what you do.

specialized newsletters, journals and magazines.
15
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AN EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAM BASED ON

MONTHLY THEMES

From the BCHA website
(www.backcountryhorse.com)

Planning an educational program
based on monthly themes can be an
interesting idea for your organization.

Planning themes according to the seasonal conditions would be a
place to start. During the winter months, indoor topics and
activities could take place while outdoor activities would dominate
during the rest of the year.

Make sure that somewhere you spend time on the mission of the
BCHA. Who we are and why we are Back Country Horsemen.
There is a presentation that Mylon Filkins did with overheads that is
excellent about our history, what we do and where we are. These
are available from the National office.

You might have an open house and try to do a membership drive in
conjunction with your topic for the month. A speaker may interest
non-members or a slide show covering your Chapter activities.

Topics for winter might include:

Talking about animal care and maintenance needs: basic nutrition,
foot care, new equine dentistry, worming, vaccinations and
diseases to be aware of, brand inspections and health certificates
needed for out of state travel with horses.

Speakers on resource related issues could be interesting. We had
a hydrologist talk about improving streams with different grazing
strategies.

Somewhere in there you can talk about local concerns affecting
your riding opportunities and what to do. Your public lands people
can bring everyone up to speed on what is happening and perhaps
get help in making contacts or helping with the agency planning
process. Find out how much money is actually hitting the ground
on your Forests for trail work.

Knot tying sessions can be good practice. Learn a new way to tie
up your horse or how to splice a rope. Hands-on activities are
popular.

As the season warms up other opportunities exist:

Cover Leave No Trace ethics. Different skill levels and activities
can happen here as you build an outdoor ethic. Sessions can start
with short presentations covering a topic at meetings. Then you
can go to a day of activities or an overnight. It can progress into a
several day pack trip.
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A spring potluck with a vet vaccinating and worming, a farrier
shoeing, and a brand inspector on hand for chapter horses can be
a fun way to get ready for the season.

Teaching basic horse handling is good for beginners. A spring
horse tune-up and training session for trail riding can be done.
Teaching packing skills or putting on clinics is possible for those a
little more advanced.

Trail maintenance skills could be taught. Someone could teach
crosscut saw use or perhaps get members certified. The agency
folks are good at this. Then do some volunteer trail maintenance.
Help construct horse related facilities at trailheads or camps.

See if opportunities exist to pack fish into high lakes.

And of course, ride and have fun.

TERRIE GARRETSEN
JOHN BLACK
KATHRYN MATTHEWS
CAROL JO HARGREAVES
MICHAEL MURPHY
KAREN HARPER
JOAN LEWIS
NANCY KIMMELL
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After each day of hard work and pJaywas time for dinnerAmazing
food was prepared by our favorite chefs, with all of our members
contributing a side dishYou never go hungry with this crowdhen Bill
Chaides and Nancy Kimmel prepared desserts in the Dutch ovens
everyone! Everyone is looking forward to next yedoat & Ride!

BOAT & RIDE AT LOPEZ LAKE A SUCCESS!
By Nancy Poole and Susauntile, BCH-Los Pad¥s Unit

Under sunny skies and light breezes, Black Bear Camp at Lopez Lake
was aflutter with activities for both young and old. Equestrians were
everywhere, taking advantage of the great trails, fresh air and lake views
that the area is known foAll in all, we had approximately 36 equine, 39
adults and over 20 youthMe also had 7 new members join our unit!
HURRAY!

REDSHANK RIDERS UNIT HAS BEEN BUSY!

Saturday morning, Dave Rigoli and Ellie Livingston led our youth group

with clinics on horsemanship and trail safetith quizzes and prizes Series of three articles submitted by Teri Baron, Unit Newsletter Editor

afterwards. Then it was time to get in the saddle, go for a boat ride, or

just hang at camp and relax. On the lake, it was cold and wontthat APACHE PEAK

didn’t stop CaptaiWiley from taking several of the youngsters out on the

boat for a chance to waterski and drive the boat! For some it was thé" May 20th, Redshank Riders in conjunction with our neighboring

first time attempting to ski. San Gorgonio Unit President, Chip Herzig and his wife Linda
packed in a small PCTA crew with our combined 5 pack animals.

Afterwards, back at camp, we had a visit from the US Forest ServiceThe trail up from Fobes Ranch Rd. was super. Great views and an

HelenTarbet Alicia Sanchez and Darrell Scott gave an informative andeasy grade. Sure, there were a couple of pucker spots up on the

fun presentation on the wild life found in the Los Padres National Foregtige between Spitler Peak and Apache Peak, but what fun would it

H'elen kept the kids mesmerized with a scorpion, gsnake, sngke s_kin BB%ithout a couple of good spine tingling drop-offs. We also had to

pictures of r_attle snhakes she had _encou_ntered during her_ duties with tﬂgndle a couple of rather large trees blocking the trail, but our

Forest Service. Both Helen aAticia reminded us all that fire season . . .

was hereWith the help of Darrell, out of the forest came Smokey BeaF’jlnlmals were cooperative and the trees were just manage.able

to remind us, young and old, not to play with fire. Santa Lucia Rangerenough to move them so we could get around. Very lucky indeed!

District, thank you once again for the wonderful, educational and

e s ! In addition, on July 8, we packed in (on our own backs) support for
entertaining presentation you gave. It will be long remembered!

the Forest Service. We took tarps and equip up for the Admin.
On Sunday we all rode to Encinal camp for hot dogs and chips, with of&@&mp and supplies for the Tahquitz Fire Lookout Station. During
20 horses and two boats bringing nearly 35 pedaeng and old swam the summer we plan to do some repair work on the Administrative
at the meeting place after luncAfter play we got back on horses or oncamp tent cabins and horse corrals as well as lend pack support
boats and headed back to base camp. for the CCC crews working on the trails.

Ccntinued on Page
17
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REDSHANK RIDERS, continued from Page 17

All delivered safely

TRAIL BUILDING
CLASS

Who says you can't

teach an old dog new

tricks?! Our trail

building class held at

the Tule Peak

Trailhead on May 9th

turned out to be areal

winner. Our instructor,

Sam Commarto from

the PCTA, certainly Working on a poper switchback

made our day a well-spent one. We learned how to get a trail to drain
properly, how to build switchbacks, proper trail alignment techniques
and more. It is information we will certainly put to good use and we
thank Sam for donating his time to show us old dogs a few new
tricks.

SAN DIEGO MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY PACK
EXPEDITION

Sunday, June 20th a few of the Red Shank Riders got down off
their horses and mules, donned backpacks and headed into the
San Jacinto mountains. Ron and Sandy Korman, Allison Renck,
Bob Jones, Julie, and Mike Lewis along with a number of others
embarked on a trip to take food and equipment the two and a half
miles into Round Valley for a research group from the San Diego
Natural History Museum (SDNHM). They are in the middle of a
three year study to compare information to a study of plants and
animals that was done in the early 1900’s. Two of the group is
actually descendants of the original research crew. It was a
beautiful day for a tram ride to the top of the mountain, a hike up
and down hills, over rocks, and through water, even a little snow.
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Packers gathered for a briefing

Got a different view of the trail from the ground instead of from the
back of a mule. Makes me appreciate my pack mules. We are
looking forward to helping them out again in the future.

FUN WITH FRIENDS AND MULES

By Pete KrigerSan Gogonio Pass Unit

The weekend of June 12-13 was filled with fun with friends and mul
After Saturdays Treasure Hunt Ride where | met up with old friends
was just a short haul to our first real packing job of the season in
Idyllwild, CA. Several of us with Backcountry Horsemen (BCHC) joil
with Pacific Cresfrail Association (PCA), State Parks and the Civilic
Conservation Corps (12-man crew) to work on the Pacific rest
Some packers started Saturday and others continued on and finish
onWednesdayAll together we were responsible for hauling a couple
TONS of gear up the mountain.

The GPS told us that we started out at around 5500 feet elevation

dropped the gear off at the CCC base camp at 8300 feet elevation
Sunday saw the biggest group of mules and horses packed; approx
3,000 pounds of gear was packed by 12 equines (9 mules and 3 hc
up to the destination. Some of the 3000 pounds had been hauled h:
up a couple weeks ago but had to stop and drop loads due to heav
on the trail. | am a little unsure of the total amount for the entire five
project but it was big haul. This huge effort is possible due in large

to the teamwork and volunteer efforts of BCHC and their pack stoc
I’'m happy and proud to be part of the team. While | don’t have as n
head of stock as some, my mules and skills were all part of the effc
made this project a success. Sam-mule worked out well as a saddl
and led Miss Kittywho did an awesome job of packing all manner of
heavy and bulky items. She packed a 3-burner stove and 2 fold-up

Continued on Page 1
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FUNWITH FRIENDS AND MULES, ccntinued fom Page 18

Author Pete Kriger on Sam-mule, leading Miss Kitty

tables on Sundayl had to return to town on Monday for a doctor

TOP OF THE STATE CLEARS 1000 TREES
FROM PCT

Submitted by John Lyons, TOS Unit Director

This picture tells it all about BCHC members Larry Sturman, Doug
Kaufner, Ivan Kaufner, and crew leader Bill Kleaver, This tree was
reported to the Forest Service early in June and after many trips to
clear the trail to work on this large tree, BCHC members successfully
opened the Pacific Crest Trail on July 15". That is only part of the
story! More than 1000 trees were removed in the section referred to
as “Section O,” from Grizzly to I-5, as part of our grant for Shasta
County. Fourteen day trips were required and the section is now
passable to hikers, however one part is not recommended for stock

(at Fall Creek).

appointment and boring errands but returne@wsday to load Kitty up
with gasoline, cooking oil, an enormous water cq@ed dozens of rolls

of toilet paperGetting all this stdfloaded and secured safely on the back
of a mule is a fading art. Most of time | (and most local packers) use a
box hitch, but | felt these loads were better secured with the Double
Diamond Hitch. This hitch looks a little better when finished but the real
test is reaching your destination without a wrabfk. passedA few of

the best pictures are printed here but if you want to see more, | have

posted more to photobucket site. Here is a link and further commentary:

http://s77.photobucket.com/albums/j45/pkrigerjr/
2010%20SJ%20Deer%20Springs%20PCT/

Miss Kitty packed with heavy duty equipment

At right is a picture of Ivan
starting to cut on the big tree.
The cut off tree on the right was
one of two 32" trees that were
on top of the big tree when Bill
and | came across it June 10th.

Big thanks to Bill Kleaver and all
who helped in this effort! Doug
Kufner, Larry Sturman, Big Saw
Ivan, Steve Naser and Chris, the
trail crew, who opened parts to
make access for BCHC crews
possible.

1€
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2010 EDISONWORK PARTY
Written by Katie Horst, San Joaquin SiarUnit

We must say every year is f@ifent!! This year with all of the heavy

snows our planned trip for Edison Lake, June 23 thru 26, was cancelled
as there would have been no areas available to even Wfigt.giving

notice to all of the participants that we were unable to go to Edison, the
Forest Service changed our work description to Recon work and asked us
to try and get a group together to recon the trees down on all of the
various trails around Edison area for their tree cutting .ciigvis worked

out very well with lots of saddle time and GPS work.

We went to Edison, June 23 thru 30 and, as usual, caravanned into Edison
area.We are so grateful that the High Sierra PatkiSn lets us use
their facility, even with the snow they had their water going for us with
corrals open for our horsedlVith the change of schedule our group size
decreased from 18 to 8 people. USK&il Supervisor Mike Ketcher
gaveToby Horst a list of trails to be covered and every morning one of
his crew would come by and take all the information that the riders had
collected the previous day and then proceed to go out and cut and clear -
the trees that our group had located. This saved the cutting crew many
miles of hiking. Details of work done are as follows:
WednesdayJune 23, the Crew of 8 with 4 horse trailers
caravanned into Edison Lake staying at the High Sierra Pack
Station Compound.
The crew set up the camp and cook area that same day and
started training on how to use Garmin GPS units.
OnThursday June 24, a crew of 5 riders rode the Graveyard

switchbacks and had to lead our stock over the snow to get
through. Harrowing experience, new to most of the gréie.
found 4 large trees in that section of trail.

SaturdayJune 26, a crew of 4 rode the Bear Creek €iwiil,
hauling our stock via trailer to the trail head (9 miles), and ro
miles over and back, locating 5 trees blocking the trail for
removal.

SundayJune 27, a crew of 4 rode the Devils Bathitdil to
remove an old Forest Service table that had deteriorated ar
in need of removalTook two pack animals and loaded them
(180 Ibs each). It took most of the dalus the dismantling, to
pack out to the Forest Service horse camp area.

Toby Horst emoving deteriorated tables

Monday June 28, a group of 3 rode the Mono Créeil to
Mono Hot Springs, locatinglitrees that needed removadhe
Cook Crew drove a trailer (9 miles) to Mono Hot Springs an
hauled the stock and crew back to the pack station. The tra
miles long with a very bad Mono Creek water crossing.
TuesdayJune 29, a group of 4 riders rode the High Sierra P
StationTrail to the Mono CreeKrail (Edison LakeéTrail) (3
miles) finding 9 trees that needed removabortion of this trail
is out of the wilderness so could use chain saws to remove
several of the larger trees. The BCHC crew did this tree
removal.

WednesdayJune 30, packed up and drove out of the backcc
to Huntington Lake and home.

Cutoff and Goodale Pass trail, approximately 7 miles and foundVe all enjoyed our trip, celebrated two birthdays, and accomplished
10 trees needing removal. The Group GPS’ed each tree(s) of work.

location and recorded the distance from the trail beginning.
Friday, June 25, a crew of 4 hauled our stock to the Bear Ridge
Trail Head (about 6 miles) and rode the Bear Rifigd to the

PCT, finding 5 trees needing remov#e then rode the PCT

down the north side of Bear Ridge (78 switch backs) to the Mono
Creek bridge junction with the Edison Lake trail and returned via
this trail to the High Sierra Pack Station, a total of 17 miles. The
group encountered serious snow blockage on the north slope
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BCHC thanks all Benefactor

, Patron and

Mt. Whitney members who support the

organization through their payment
of additional dues!
Take a look at the list of these
special members on Page 26
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NEWS FROM THE HIGH COUNTRY UNIT

By Jeanne Goldman, Unit Newsletter Editor

The weather here, like most of the State, was SLOW to warm up and
dry out enough to be able to get out and pack and ride and participate
in our Unit’s activities.

Winter did keep us busy though and honorable mention must be
made to the retirement of our
well liked Modoc Forest
Supervisor, Stan Sylva. It was
standing room only at Stan’s
retirement party on January 16
of this year. Our Unit, headed
by our President, Valerie Lantz,
made our presence known with
our own separate table, speech
and comments by all and
certificate of appreciation for all
Stan has done to support our
Unit’s activities. Stan and his
wife, LuRena are active
members of our Unit and
regularly participate in all Unit
activities.

Still waiting for warmer weather, we were able to have a couple of
membership meetings to talk about the long list of activities we have
planned...the most memorable meetings are when business is done
and we dig into the Dutch ovens that have been on the fire. Valerie
Lantz is our Dutch oven expert and other members have started
picking up on that habit...the location, Cindy McMurry’s (Public Lands
Chair) back yard at their ranch proved a wonderful site for meeting
locations. Thanks to Cindy and husband Sam for hosting this
gathering.

May — the weather turns. President, Valerie Lantz provides a
description of our first Unit Activity at a historic ranch in Nevada.

BLM Invites BCHC HCU to Explore Bitner Ranch

“Bitner Ranch, a historic ranch now under BLM ownership, exemplifies
early ranching in Great Basin country. Located in a remote northwest
corner of Nevada near the California and Oregon state lines, visiting
Bitner Ranch offers an opportunity to step back in time a hundred
years or so. BLM is beginning a process to determine long-term
management for Bitner Ranch. BLM staff invited the High Country
Unit of BCHC to visit and comment on Bitner Ranch. Seven members
of the High Country Unit (HCU) camped, explored and rode horseback

at the site during the Memorial Day
weekend. The site adjoins the
Sheldon National Wildlife Refuge with
high desert terrain of sage brush,
meadow, rock formations, springs
and plenty of wide open space. The
ranch building and corrals provide a
peek into remote ranching life that
endured for over a hundred years by
a few hardy and tough people. HCU
members completed installing a
fence around a hazard area during a
quick ‘all hands’ work party. The visit resulted in as many opinions
formed as there were people present about how the site should be
managed. Everyone visiting agreed that the interesting historical site
offers the visitor a ‘living history’ opportunity that all enjoyed. We
want to know more about the people who lived and worked there.
The difference in opinion comes from how best to provide for public
visits at the site while at the same time preserving historical and
archeological values. High Country Unit members look forward to
participating with BLM in the upcoming management planning process
for Bitner Ranch. We developed consensus that additional trips to
the site will be in order.”

Alan Cain (left,. Past President of HC UnitHCU Public Lands Chair, Cindy McMurry, offers the following about
with Stan Sylva at retirement gathering our Unit’s activities with the Modoc Forest Service staff.

“Wednesday morning, July 23, dawned clear and cool at East Creek
Equestrian Camp in the South Warner Wilderness in Modoc County.
My nephew Russell and | fed our horses, saddled up and rode over
the East Creek — Summit Trail connector trail to Patterson Guard
Station to meet Wilderness Ranger Josh Mefford and his trail crew.

The trail crew was hosting the Modoc Wildlife Refuge Youth
Conservation Corp, a group of 15- to 18-year-olds for three days of
trail maintenance and wilderness etiquette education. The High
Country Unit of BCH was asked to join them for a pancake breakfast
and to introduce the kids to our Gentle Use philosophy. Ray Torres,
the new Warner Mountain/Devil's Garden District Ranger and GCHC
member, and Jesse Berner, the district Recreation Officer also joined
us for breakfast in the aspens.

After a great pancake breakfast cooked by the trail crew, we met in
the shade of the pines to talk about using horses in the wilderness.
The kids were introduced to Sophie and Harley, our two mustangs
and Russell and | put up a high line to demonstrate the proper way to
tie a horse without damaging trees or tree roots. We talked about
the benefits of using weed free hay in the wilderness, packiitin, pack

Ccntinued on Page -
21
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NEWS FROM HIGH COUNTR Y UNIT, continued from Page 21

it out and other Leave No Trace guidelines. The kids were very

interested in learning how they could improve the trails and minimize

hazards for horse users. We demonstrated how to approach horses

on the trail to avoid accidents for trail workers, back packers and

other trail users as well as the horses and pack stock. After a short
introduction to the Wild Horse
and Burro Program, the kids
visited with the horses and
some jumped at the chance
to aride on a ‘wild horse'.

Thank you to Josh and his
crew for giving us the
opportunity to visit with these
great kids. One day we may
see some of them on the trail.

Cindy McMury, HC Public Lands Chaijr
enjoys pancake breakfast with nephew
and like-minded back country folks

High Country Unit Member, Kerry Davis, is our Unit's leader for
maintaining a National Recreation Trail in the North Warner Mountains
of Modoc County. Kerry made the application and has received first
round funding for work projects on the trail. Her introduction:

High Grade National Recreation Trail

“Located in the remote northeastern portion of California is a segment
of Modoc County’s Gold Rush past. The High Grade National
Recreation Trail, dedicated in 1980, wanders through a historic
mining district where evidence of mining activity is still visible today.
BCHC High Country Unit, is working in partnership with the USFS,
local clubs/agencies and community

members to restore sections of the

trail which will include the addition of

interpretive information in order to

allow better access and enjoyment

for a multiple of users.”

Working in partnership
with other groups and
agencies is a good way to
showcase BCHG strong
commitment to volunteer

service!
many mining sites
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Stamp Mill - remains of one of the

JOIN THE CONVERSATION ABOUT AMERICA’S
GREAT OUTDOORS

Submitted by Kathleen Hayden. Go to http://wwwdoi.gov/
americasgreatoutdoors/Join-the-Conversation.&dmmore information

Americans have a proud tradition of working together - from the ground-up -
to conserve farmland and open space for future generations, restore rivers
and streams, protect areas for hiking and biking, preserve beaches and
coastlines, conserve wildlife habitat for fishing and hunting, and restore the
cultural and historic sites that tell America’s story. In fact, community-
driven efforts to conserve America’s land, water, and wildlife are a major
reason why we are blessed with the parks, refuges, forests, and open
spaces that we enjoy today.

Starting with the White House Conference on the Great Outdoors on April
16, President Obama has launched a national dialogue about conservation
in America. As part of this dialogue, we are bringing together ranchers,
farmers and forest landowners,

sportsmen and women, state and local

government leaders, tribal leaders,

public-lands experts, conservationists,

youth leaders, business

representatives, and others to learn

about some of the smart, creative ways

communities are conserving outdoor

spaces.

President Obama has launched a
national dialogue about conservation in
America to learn about some of the
smart, creative ways communities are
conserving outdoor spaces.

The voting tool is available to encourage
interaction among those interested in
America’s Great Outdoors. All
comments submitted will be
considered.

What are your ideas on the following topics:

Challenges - What obstacles exist to achieving your goals for
conservation, recreation, or reconnecting people to the outdoors?

What Works - Please share your thoughts and ideas on effective
strategies for conservation, recreation and reconnecting people to the
outdoors.

Federal Government Role - How can the federal government be a more
effective partner in helping to achieve conservation, recreation or
reconnecting people to the outdoors?

Tools - What additional tools and resources would help your efforts be
even more successful?

Your ideas and comments will be archived and delivered to the America’s
Great Outdoors team for inclusion in the report to the President. The
topics match those on comment cards provided at AGO Listening
Sessions, in order to optimize the organization of ideas and comments.

Submit Your Ideas and Join the Conversation!
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935 POUNDS OF EXPLOSIVES! UPPER BEAR “SafetyTeam 2" stayed at the trailhnead below to make sure tha_lt no
walked up tdvalley of the Moon and entered on to the hiking trail.
CREEK GOES BANG!

Excerpts fom an aticle submitted by@iry Haider SantaAna River Unit Al subgroups of the effort were on an assigned radio channel with m
Article written by Fred Rice; project conducted in January 2009 radios added in to monitor the regismispatchThe SafetyTeams, Hc

Shot crews, the USFS crews, the Horsemeam and | had radios,

| love being a forest volunteerToday was an exciting day with horsesonfigured and set foFactical Three and all tested before we set foc

mules, and 935 pounds of gelatin explosive, all brought up to Upper Bgaltrail. All of us had hard hats, eye protection, and some of us wc
CreekTrail in theAngeles National Forest of the San Gabriel Mountaingrotectors.

Today began early with some of the San Gabriel MountBiattbuilder The horses were unpacked while the Blast Master and the Hot Sha
volunteers and High Country Riders volunteers getting their equipment@géhg the training lesson today went over the expected placen
materials collected and on the road by five o’clock. The day was als@glosives and the placement of the blasting caps which would be
fairly long one with volunteers and professional crews getting back dowgjtact the initial force of the explosiohfter the animals were unpacked
the bottom of the mountain around six o’clock — and it was fun! Riders returned back down the mountain with their horses to await t
of the project.

We met at the Rincon Firete8ion to collect tools and check in with our

radio dispatch and then we drove up toVadey of the Moon where the For the two Safetfeams there wastynuch to do but continually scan
upper trailhead is for Bear Cre@kail. Upon driving up to the lge parking trajl up and down the mountain, constantly on the watch for any s
lot at the trailhead th@&railbuilders jOined the Riders who had alrea(yikers_ For the professiona| crews there was much to dO, not onl
assembled and organized their non-human volunteers and had gottendi§gifg out rock and dirt for the placement of the explosives but al
teams ready to carry the explosive materials, tools, and other equip@eatination of the rock fissures and the general lay of the rock. M
that would be needed for the project taday the other volunteers were basically observers with only an occasior

to do — handing up rocks, moving rocks off of the trail and the projec
The explosive materials were transported up toMiliéey of the Moon (igging in to the cliff face a bit.

staging site about an hour latpassing through the locked gate about five
miles down the road after the Riders were ready to receive the pack@ggge were four and a
and start them up the trail. There were 17 packages, each weighingafiacks of explosives
pounds. The packs consisted of a long line of tubular gelatin packed in asglilgainst the bulging
plastic tube with a line of detonation cord running down its full leng#iff overhang, all with
terminated in a plastic end cap. The detcord itself was not very fast sffiing detonation cord
only around 6000 feet a second! The Blast Master described the equipfAghivere tied together
to us all, saying that a line of the cord laid from Néovk to San Diego with butterfly knots to
would take only 5 minutes to burn from end to andw! another length of
detcord. The end of the
All of the Bear Split Hot Shot crews, the Riders, the USFS people, andf&&ord was tied to a
Trailbuilders received a detailed and very informative review of what W@sting cap that was
would be doing today and how the project was going to take place witheliggstrically tied to a
professional Blast Master literally (and figuratively) calling the shots.  safely positioned radio

receiving control box. The other control box and the blasting crews |
The Job Hazardnalysis (JHA) report had been read and understoodgpthe mountain and joined “Guard 1,” the Hot Shot crew who wat
that all expected and possible safety hazards had been accounted fosyfyTeam 1. Geae and | joined Safeffeam 1 at their point which h
details about mitigation of those safety hazards along with response plaifdlbf-sight to the blast site, and when the Blast Master was satisfi
the event any of those hazards were encountered. totiegy JHAIs @ radio called out the safety progression. The Hot Shot taking the fir
blueprint for outlining things that can go wrong, what will be done to mitigai@pped through the sequence on the second radio box which sent a
things going wrong, and what we would do if anything went wrong, and i rypted set of session handshake messages to the box down be
Analysis is always explained, read, and understood before the project.
o ) _ Down below a huge spray of rock and dirt sprang up followed a s
Upon arriving at the cliff face we took a look at the rock once again, sQgigr by a tremendous shock wave rolling over us from over 1000 fee
of us to re-acquaint ourselves with the job, and the Hot Shot crew to exafaifved a fraction of a second later by a huge bang and a grounc
the trail problem for the first timelwo volunteers had gone on ahead of Ysder our feet. The dust and smoke above the blast collected in to :
and positioned themselves within line-of-sight of the project area at leggf roiled around itself in to a ball at the top of a growing pillar of
1000 feet awayfar up the trail past the gap in the traithey were “Safety Around us the echoes rumbled on and on and on through the cany:
Team 1" making sure that no hikers came down from Smith Mountain Saddle.
Continued on Page .
23
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935 POUNDS OF EXPLOSIVESgontinued from Page 23 all of the packages tied together with a horizontal line of detcord. Thi
the Blast Master and Guard 1 joined Safeggm 1.

The Blast Master called out a reaffirmation for all personnel to hold their _ o |
positions followed up by radio calls from Guard 1 and Guard 2 confirmﬂ:Ei Hot Shot taking the shot this time called out the safety progress
they had heard the order (after assuring that all people under their SighyS t© “fire in the hole” after which about 18 seconds passed. Th

were still stationaryl expect.)After a while the Blast Master called “all°” dift. rock, and smoke this time was much larger and the heavy
clear” and we were allowed to come look at the results. wave rippled across the distance and slammed in to us a secqridllatezc

by an even bigger bang that shook the rocks we were standing c

The first blast had removed the bulge and overhang but had not entfHsP!e and the echoes ringing back and forth through the canyo
carved out a shelf upon which the trail could be restored. It was a goodtfifSic and while that was going on, further noise and excitement
blast that gave the crews a better idea of how the rock was behavingc.qgﬂng from the rock still sliding down the mountain at the blast site.
and down the trail on both sides of the blast there were rocks and boulders
on the trail that had been dislodged and down below the blast site th8f8 time there was
were huge boulders that had been wrenched out of the cliff, including®fB0St no breeze
large block of dense granite that had formed the bulge (it was still recogniz4fEking North so the
largely intact but 40 feet down the mountain.) cloud of debris rose up
and up and up, forming
The Blast MasterHot Shots, and USFS worked the first blast remainsdd@ll on a long, two
see what had been accomplished, digging through the remains and lodfffipand foot column
at the rock. Eventually the decision was made to use the rest of the explo&gi€ it hung for atime

(12 and a half packs!) to cut further back in to the rock face to see if a Qféfl?re be?ng pick_ed
could be created. apart by wind coming
across the mountain

This time the placement of the explosives took a lot longer with two HRR-
Shots climbing up the cliff to place hanging cord from which bundles of

explosives would be suspended. Six bundles were suspended and th876§29ain the Master _ _
were placed at strategic points near the base of the cliff face. Blaster called for Guards to hold while he went down the mountain to

that all of the explosives had been detonated and that it was safe to |

There was a brief security alert that sprang up when Sedety 1 reported | N€ Blast Master also had the task of examining the surrounding reg
three hikers climbing up the trail. Radio calls to Safegm 2 to find out 2NY fires that might have resulted from the blast yet each time all exp
whether they were sending volunteers up the mountain were not retufidgdetonated safely

despite numerous calls (the radio failure was later fixed, caused by a dead . ) _
USFS vehicle battery Once the second “all clear” was given we headed down the mour

examine the blast site once again. This time a whole lot more of the

George and | grabbed our packs and worked our way down the trail ol face had been removed and on the upper side of the trail
the three people double time though about a half mile down we padégPer of boulders and rocks had come to rest on the trail, all of whi
while I called down for the Riders to ask for one of their volunteers to hB§§d t0 be removed by thieailbuilders.

up to check out the people. The Riders volunteers dispatched someone on ) _ _

horseback but George and | continued to work down the mountain dobRIMNINg the results at first looked like we had blasting that resu
time just in case. Eventually the Riders reported that the three wereSYGR more work for th@railbuilders than would have resulted hac

own volunteers who had left some time ago and that they were heafiige UP With rock hammers, bentonomite, chisel and picks and stuff

down, not up. Because of the lay of Upper Bear Cirel, there are of explosives, however once the Hot Shots and Freddie (USFS) got
switchbacks and perspectives that look like people going down are headfinfje debris, we could see a shelf start to form under their shovels

up and people heading up are going down. _ _ _ _
What we have now at the end of today is a slightly sloped vertical cli

Since we had assumed that our volunteers had had enough time to m§RBIgININg fractured granite below which there is extensive dirt an

all the way down the mountain, any report of people on the trail was tre@fij2 Slight shelf which can be shaped into a safe trail, perhaps on
as recreational hikers and — safety always firstl — it was good to ttglaining wall tied into the side of the mountain. Ifthailbuilders do it rigk

zero chances. Our Safefgams did a great job being alert and makir(ﬁnd we will!) the new set of wall, baskets, and trail work should last
time.
sure.

All of the hanging and emplaced explosive packs were eventually pldc¥é@yone headed back down the mountain t&/ikey of the Moon stag

with knots of detonation cord secured inside of them trailing down verticdfly @€, got our equipment sorted through, and started to drive away
one.We were completely happy with another successful day ifsrigele:

National Forest.
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MembershiA pplication

OO NEw MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION MAIL To:
BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN
OF CALIFORNIA

O RENEWAL APPLICATION

O CHANGE - () PARENT UNIT () ADDRESSYPHONE/EMAIL ( ) MEMBERSHIP TYPE PO Box 1610
OAKDALE , CA 95361-1610

DCTR (YOURMEMBERSHIP NUMBER) http://www.bchcalifornia.org

** NEWMEMBERS WILL BEASSIGNED NUMBER BMEMBERSHIPCOORDINATOR

PARENT Unit Af filiation): ( Selectand CIRCLE ONE Unit as your Primary Unit Affiliation Donate to BCHC
Antelope Valley Mid Valley San Joaquin Sierra 1 D
Eastern Sierra Mother Lode Santa Ana River Educatlon Fund )
High Country North Bay Sequoia Tax Deductible
High Sierra Ohlone Riders Shasta Trinity Packer $10.00
Kern River Valley Redshank Riders Sierra Freepackers .

Kern Sierra Redwood Sutter Buttes MUI? Skinner $25.00
Lake-Mendo San Diego Top of the State You're the Greatest $50.00
Los Padres San Gorgonio

MEMBER’S NAME —No Business Names; Please Print Clearly SPOUSE/MEMBER’S NAME —-MUST SHARE SAME ADDRESS

CITYy STATE ZIP PHONE

EMAIL ADDRESS

TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ CHECK # DATE SUBMITTED:

BusINESSNAME —DONATIONS ONLY:

PARENT UNIT MEMBERSHIP TYPES: (CIRCLE ONE)
Individual $40.00* Family $50.00* Benefactor$100.00 Patron $250.00 Mt Whitney $500.00

*=~BCHC shares portion of dues with Backcountry Horsemen of America

ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS: AN ADDITIONAL $15.00PER UNIT IS ADDED TO YOURPARENT UNIT DUES.
ASSOCIATEMEMBERSHIPUNIT AFFILIATIONS MAY NOT BE FOR THE SAME UNIT AS YOURPARENT UNIT.

Associate Membership for: $15.00/unit (Unit Nareligtpm aﬂo

Associate Membership for: $15.00/unit (Unit Nareligtpm|a
Please write additional choices on back

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
ADDRESS I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

Please clip form along dashed lin&KEEP BELOW INFORMATION FOR YOUR RECORDS

PARENT BCHC M EMBERSHIP TYPES KEEP FOR YOUR RECORDS
Individual, Family (Shared*), Benefactd®atron, and Mt Whitney. A Parent | SUBMITTED AN Application Form for:
Membership is afflllatec_l with a sirgjlLocal Unit. BCHC members may NOT L individual Membership $ 40.00
hold more than one active Parent Membership.
L Family (Shared) Membership $ 50.00
*A SHARED Membership is for twodults with differing last names, each .
sharing a common address. L Benefactor Membership $100.00
L patron Membership $250.00
ASSOCIATE M EMBERSHIPS L Mt Whitney Membership $500.00

These special Memberships are only avdéldo persons already holding Parent|
BCHC Membership. No one may sign up for an Associate Membership withgut L Donation — Packer $10.00
1) having registered one of the Parenimibership types, and 2) having selected

Parent Unit affiliation. L mMule Skinner $25.00
L You're the Greatest! $50.00
X You may sign-up for as many Associate Memberships as you like. i i
X  Associate Memberships may also be initiated at any time during the L Associate Membership $
term of your Parent Membership. Total Remittance $
X  Associate Memberships must expire concurrently with the Parent Check N_umber
Membership, and are renewable only at the time of renewal of the Date Mailed

Parent Membership. i i X i
Questions: Contactmembership@bchcalifornia.org

Complete information regarding BCHC Membership is available on the
MEMBERSHIP page at: http://www.bchcalifornia.org
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The “Round Up”

THANK YOUI!!

The following members have contributed extra to BCHC through

their duesWe thank each one for their support!
From 3/31 though 8/31/2010, theseeaour Benefactor and

Patron members:

BENEFACT ORS:

Antelope Valley
Eastern Sierra

High Sierra

Kern River Valley
Kern Sierra

Los Padres

Mid Valley

Mother Lode
North Bay

Ohlone Riders

Redshank Riders

Redwood

26

Furer
Brown, lll
Layne
Allemang
Cochran
Gerson
Keller
Mitchell
Finch
Caffee
Filkins, DVM
Frick
James
McGee
Rogers
Acquistapace
Calef
Cederlof
Devine
Jenkins
Teixeira
Barindelli
Barnes
Butler
Caudill
Davis
Doornenbal
Erlandson
Hargreaves
Huffman
Kraft

Heidi and Latha Hylton
John D. and Susie Harms-Brown
Michelle

Dan and Joyce

Richard and Dena

Ruth and Grant

Dennis and Cathlyn A.
John H. and Wendy A.
Ken and Betty

Boyce ‘Buzz’ R. and Joann F
Mylon and Pat

Edith

Don and Donna

Jack

Scott and Grant

Robert E.

Otis

Robin

Eve, Sean, Sarah & Jacob
Siand Karen

Glenn and Karen

Karen

Jay and Elizabeth

Don and Vicki Morales
Jon and Kathy Zumbrunn
Dennise A.

Rien and Lieske

Lloyd and Susan

Carol Jo and Larry Schneider
Jim

David and Kristine

MID VALLEY UNIT - BCHC

Paulsen
Serpa
Bourn
Altes
Estabrook
Mahoney
McCombs

Janice D., Kelly & Lars
Dennis M. and Loretta

Ken and Gerry

Matt and Ruth

Lora and Carl J. Schlageter
Alan and Carolyn

Rano and Bobetta

Bay Area Barns Trails Trust (Barbara Weitz)

Pugh
Schoen
Hill
Long

Don
Sarah and David

Elaine E. and John H. Schoettler

Gregory and Deborah

Michelle Nicolaides Enterprises, Inc.

Renck

Hawkins
Polasek
Gebhart

Ken and Allison
Maris

Darrel and Carole
Al and Donna

Jim and Cynthia
Walt J. and Suzie
Peter R. and Dede
Holly and Dan

Ben

Paul and Linda
Ron and Korky
Ernest C.

John and Jenise
Kenneth and Diane
Sylvia

Toby and Katie

Yosemite Trls Pk Sta Larry and Nishma Knapp

BENEFACTORS:
Redwood Jeffries
Kirkwood
LaDow
Salzman
York
San Gorgonio Pass Herzig
Robertson
San Joaquin Sierra Burroughs
Cunningham
Dalby
Durando
Horst
Santa Ana River Golts
Wolff
Sequoia Airoza
Wilson, DVM
Shasta Trinity Henderson
Sutter Buttes Layne
Sherwood
Top Of The State Mohr
PATRONS:

Antelope Valley Colf

Eastern Sierra Reginatto
High Sierra Barnes
Kampen
Morehart
Pendegraft
Kern Sierra Zaninovich
Mid Valley Arington
Sequoia Holly
Young
MT. WHITNEY :

None at this time.

Debora and Chuck Mills
Pat

Charles and Dahne
Jamie

Lori and Gary W.

Corky

Shirley

Bruce and Blanche

Stephen and Mary Ann
Leon

Stan

Jeffand Alice

Marty

Karl and Trish

Vincent and Donna
Terri

Jim and Pat

Larry

WELCOME!

A heartfelt welcome to the 150 new members whc
have joined BCHC since 3/31/2010We are pleasec
to have you among us!
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BCHC UnitsAround the &ate

Antelope \alley
PO. Box 3361

Quartz Hill, CA 93586-0361
Kaye Bruns

(661) 944-4927
kowgri@juno.com

Eastern Sierra
c/o 293Willow Street

Bishop, CA 93514-2720
Sarah C. Sheehan

(760) 872-4039
scsheehanl@gmail.com

High Country
PO Box 1047

Alturas, CA 96101-1047
Valerie Lantz

(530) 233-5540
mtn.horseideg@gmail.com

High Sierra

PO. Box 4427

Visalia, CA93278-4427

Art Jones

(559) 338-124
horsesaddlecow@yahoo.com

Kern River \alley
PO. Box 5

Inyokern, CA 93527-0005

Larry Cigainero

(760) 379-5920

Kern Sierra
16347 Stephenie Rd
Bakersfield, CA 93314-9669
Lynn Joiner

(661) 747-6347
lynnjoiner@sbcglobal.net

Lake-Mendo
PO. Box 191

Pottervalley, CA95469-0191
Robert Sterling

(707) 275-8742
rwster52@yahoo.com

Los Padres

PO. Box 6773

Santa Maria, CA 93456-6773
Dave Rigoli

(805) 467-3031
melindavoigt@aol.com

Mid Vvalley

P.O. Box 1709

Modesto, CA 95353-1709
Michael King

(209) 664-0955
mickngig@sbcglobal.net

Mother Lode
P.O. Box 2088

Elk Grove, CA 95759-2088
BeckyWolk

(530) 622-1907
rwbzbranch@localnet.com

North Bay

1055W. CollegeAve., PMB 153
Santa Rosa, CA 95401-5036
Denise Gilseth

(707) 695-5319
dgilseth@sbcglobal.net

Ohlone Riders
PO Box 5262

San Jose, CA 95150-5262
Kathy Woods

(408) 266-9828
ksmithwoods@yahoo.com

Redshank Riders
PO. Box 383

Aguanga, CA 92536-0383

Bob Jones

(951) 445-3890
drumbeat2000@gmail.com

Redwvwood

PO. Box 6023

Eureka, CA 95502-6023
Carole Polasek

(707) 786-9637
muleride@frontiernet.net

San Diego

236 Oak St

Ramona, CA 92065-1952
Margaret Hill

(760) 896-4123
president@bchcsd.com

San Gorgonio
Pass

P.O. Box 535

Beaumont, CA 92223

Paul “Chip” Herzig

(951) 769-3781
chryvchip@msn.com

San Joaquin
Sierra

P.O. Box 25693

Fresno, CA 93729-5693
John Mikkelson

(559) 434-174
jessecowboy@comcast.net

Sana Ana River

PO Box 6871

Norco, CA 92860-8062
Thad Chodakauskas
(951) 735-2746

Sequoia

PO. Box 456

Springville, CA 93265-0579
JamieWilson, DVM

(559) 202-7216
drjamie91@earthlink.net

Shasa Trinity
10855 Beaver Rd

Oak Run, CA 96069-9602
John Ellery

(530) 365-0497
johnellery@hughes.net

Sierra
Freepackers
PO. Box 64

Oakhurst, CA 93644-0064
Mike Esra

(559) 325-0292
mgebk@osbaccess.com

Sutter Buttes
4265 Markley Rd

Yuba City CA95993-9659
Ben DuBose

(530) 673-1053
dubosefarm@yahoo.com

Top of the $&te
PO. Box 461

Etna, CA 96027-0461

Joe Croteau

(530) 468-2339
jicroteau@sisqtel.net

BCHC Membership
Application on
Page 25. Also avail-
able with detailed
membership
information
on BCHC website:
www .bchcalifornia.org/

WANT TO START
A NEW UNIT?
If there is no unit in your
area and you &
interested in staing
one, contact BCHC
Secetary Kaye Buns
for more
information,
(661) 944-4927
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Experience North AmericaOs Premiere Equestrian Gathering

Equine Affaire

Chris COX.....covvvevrereeeee. General Training & Horsemanship
John Lyons ................... General Training & Horsemanship
Craig Cameron ...........General Training & Horsemanship
Aaron Ralston ..., Cutting & Trail
ALDUNNING oo, Western Horsemanship
JEff COOK ..o Hunter/Jumpers
Matt MillS ... Reining.
ANdY MarCOUX ......cooooovivvveerseeresesesssesssessioons Driving
Brenda Imus ..., Easy. Gaited Horses
Becky Hart ... Endurance & Competitive Trail Riding

EAnd many more to be announced!

e —— ]
EQUINE H H
=y EQuine Affaire, Inc.
) B 2720 State Route 56 SW, London, OH 43140
(740) 845-0085 ¥Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm ET

For continuously-updated information consult

www.equineaffaire.com

AFFAIRE

Proud Sponsors of
Equine Affaire

Featured Clinicians

Presenters and topics are subject to change.

February 3-6, 2011

Fairplex, Pomona, CA

Featuring:

150 in-depth clinics, seminars, and demonstrations
of the foremost names in the horse world.

by many

The best horse-related trade show in the West  with Breed and
Trail Riding Pavilions.

Craig Cameron's Extreme Cowboy Race (as seen on RFD-T\n
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday nights; access included in your
admission to Equine Affaire. Consult www.equineaffaire.com or
www.craigcameron.com for details.

Thursday-Saturday.......c.cccceveiernineiernnseeieis e 9:00am-7:00pm*
*Clinics will be featured in the Covered Arena until 9:00pm
SUNAAY...viriiieeii s 9:00am-5:00pm

General admission tickets to Equine Affaire includes all clinics, seminars
& demonstrations, and the Extreme Cowboy Race.

Adult* (11+) Youth (7-10)

The Single (any one day).......ccc.coeoveverreeriennns $16..iins $10
The Weekender (Fri/Sat/Sun)...........cccccvuunens $A0 i $25
The Eventer (all four days).......c.ccovvreereiennnnee. 50, $30
B & UNUET .ot No.Charge

Tickets available in advance from October 18-January 7 and at the door.

*Adult admission includes a free event program (while supplies last). To order
tickets, visit www.equineaffaire.com or call (740) 845-0085. Cash only at the door.
No refunds. No pets permitted.

©2010 Equine Affaire, Inc.

@Tm
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