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ALL BCHC MEMBERS INVITED TO STATE BOARD MEETING - SANTA NELLA
OCTOBER 7th - 8th

BCHC
BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN 

OF CALIFORNIA
13061 Rosedale Hwy

Suite G, Box 217
Bakersfi eld, CA  93314

ADDRESS SERVICE 
REQUESTED

Meeting Schedule
Meetings will be held in the 

Pea Soup Andersen’s Restaurant

Executive Committee Meeting 
Friday, October 7, 2016  
6:00pm-10:00pm   
Terrace Room    

Education Committee Meeting
Saturday, October 8, 2016
9:00am – noon
Santa Nella Room

Public Lands Committee Meeting
Saturday, October 8, 2016
9:00am - noon
Santa Nella Room

State Board of Directors Meeting
Saturday, October 8, 2016
1pm- 5pm
Santa Nella Room

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

Fall State Board Meeting
October 7th & 8th, 2016

Best Western Andersen’s Inn, 
Santa Nella

Hotel Information and Travel Instructions
 

Address:  12367 South Highway 33
Hotel Phone Number: 1-209-826-5534
Toll free reservations: 1-800-527-5534

The room (any bed type) rate is $85.99 + tax 
(8.60) = $94.59 plus tax. 

When you make your reservations let them know you are 
with Backcountry Horsemen of California. 

Rooms are fi rst come fi rst served, so you need to book 
as early as possible.

The hotel has a free continental breakfast; waffl es, pastries, 
fruits, cereal, yogurt, coffee and chilled juices. 

Check out the hotel’s website 
( www.bestwestern.com/Santa_Nella) 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:
From all directions:  take Interstate 5 to the interchange at 

State Route 33. 

Inside This Issue

Draft Meeting Minutes of Jan. 30, 2016 
State Board Meeting

Draft Agenda for October 8th, 2016 
State Board Meeting

Unit News

For more BCHC information, see our website:
bchcalifornia.org
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2016 Executive Committee
President
  Richard Waller · (805) 489-8885  homeranch@gmail.com
1st Vice President
  Lloyd Erlandson · (209) 632-6470    Lloyd.Erlandson0@gmail.com
2nd Vice President
  Stacy Kuhns · (909) 633-1705   stacykuhns@aol.com
Secretary
  Susan Patton · (760) 764-2850   bludog46@gmail.com 
Treasurer
  Lynn Joiner · (661) 747-6347   lynnjoiner7@gmail.com
Co-Vice Presidents of Public Lands
  Thor Bodtker · (415) 328-4545   thunder.t@hotmail.com
  Troy Patton · (760) 764-2850    bludog46@gmail.com 
Vice Presidents of Education
  Dan Horn · (707) 544-4543   bearstrap@msn.com
  Denise Robinson · (559) 877-3532   robnden@netptc.net
BCHA Executive Director/Chairman
  Jim McGarvey · (706) 669-1015   ExecDirector@backcountryhorse.com
BCHA National Directors
  Ann Lange · (760) 378-2113    kvvet@onemain.com
  Pete Kriger · (909) 910-4619    pkrigerjr@yahoo.com
BCHA Alternate Director
  Dan Clifford · (619) 659-3038   bigeasycowboy@mac.com

2016 State Coordinators
Accounting
  Weir and Associates · (661) 323-1514
Annual Meeting
  Susie Patton · (760) 764-2850    bludog46@gmail.com 
Newsletter Editor
  Lisa Deas · (831) 402-7482  muledaze@yahoo.com
Insurance
  Lloyd Erlandson · (209) 632-6470     Lloyd.Erlandson0@gmail.com
Membership
  Chip & Linda Herzig · (775) 436-3634 membership@bchcalifornia.org
Rendezvous General Chairmen  
  Lloyd Erlandson · (209) 632-6470     Lloyd.Erlandson0@gmail.com
  Mike Kohlbaker · (916) 214-6505     4horsen@sbcglobal.net
BCHC Co-Youth Coordinators
  Jacque Murphy · (707) 498-6648  brennaluet@hotmail.com
  Mary Odell · (559) 658-7563    modell@sti.net
Web Coordinator
   Jacque Murphy · (707) 498-6648  brennaluet@hotmail.com 

For more BCHC information, see our website:  bchcalifornia.org

The
Backcountry

News
An internal publication of the Backcountry Horsemen of California

Editor · Lisa Deas

Backcountry Horsemen of California Offi cial Website:
www.bchcalifornia.org

Printed by The Manteca Bulletin and distributed by 
The Oakdale Leader

Publication Information:  The Backcountry News is the official journal of the 
Backcountry Horsemen of California, Inc., published four times per year.  All 
rights reserved.  It is an independent publication with news and information 
of interest to Backcountry Horsemen members, with an average circulation 
of approximately 4,000 per issue.  Annual subscriptions are $15.00 for non-
members.  Nonprofit postage paid at Manteca, CA.
Who is BCHC?  The Backcountry Horsemen of California, Inc. is a 501c4 
nonprofit organization incorporated in the State of California, March 13, 1990, 
with a 501(c)4 education foundation established in 2007.  The Backcountry 
Horsemen of California, Inc., reserves the right to refuse any advertisements 
and/or articles that are inconsistent with the Backcountry Horsemen of 
California’s objectives and purpose statement.  Other material will be printed 
at the Editor’s discretion.
Disclaimer:  Articles and advertisements that appear in The Backcountry News 
do not necessarily reflect the position or opinion of BCHC or its officers and 
members.  Nor does publication of said articles and advertisements constitute 
an endorsement of the views or of the goods or services offered therein that 
they may express.  Accuracy of all material is the sole responsibility of the 
authors.  BCHC is not responsible for unsolicited material of any kind.
Reader Submission:  The Backcountry News welcomes reader contributions, 
event and calendar dates, and Unit news.  These will be printed on a space-
available basis.  Submissions should be sent in a Microsoft Word format to 
include author and photo credits.   Longer articles are subject to edit for space 
at the discretion of the Editor.  Photos may not be returned.
Deadlines:  Advertising, announcements, pictures and other copy must be 
received at The Backcountry News by the deadlines listed below.
 Deadline       Publication Date
 Sept. 15, 2016   Sept. 2016 Fall
 Dec. 15, 2016   Dec. 2016 Winter
 March 15, 2017   March 2017 Spring
 June 15, 2017   June 2017 Summer

Advertising Rates per Issue:  Rates effective January 2012.  All ads must 
be paid in advance.  
Number of Issues:  1          2   3       4
Full Page   $150.00   $142.50   $135.00  $127.50

Half Page (h/v)  $100.00   $95.00     $90.00       $85.00

Quarter Page (h/v)       $80.00     $76.00     $72.00       $68.00

Bus. Card (h/v)            $25.00     $23.75     $22.50       $21.25

Advertising:  All ads must include all fonts and images used in artwork.  Ads must 
be at a resolution of 300 pixels per inch at the actual size used in the artwork.  Mail 
payment to the BCHC Treasurer.  Checks returned from the bank will have a $25.00 
return check fee.  No advertising will be accepted from advertisers with outstanding 
balances.  Liability by The Backcountry News shall not exceed the space occupied 
by the error.  Never shall The Backcountry News be liable for any general, special or 
consequential damages.  All claims for adjustments must be made within 30 days of 
the first publication of said ad.
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BCHC Membership 
Mailing Address & Phone No.

1280 State Rt. 208, Yerington NV 89447

Email:  membership@bchcalifornia.org

By phone:  (775) 463-3634

President's Page
Walking down to feed two days ago, there 
was a chill in the air.  Riding that day we 
climbed up to a ridge top with a cold blus-
tery wind hitting us (yes I know it is the 
Central Coast, what we call chill or cold, is 
considered a nice day lots of other places). 
Then I see on the TV snow at Tahoe. Sum-
mer has gone, fall has arrived. Perhaps my 
favorite time of the year, especially in the 
Sierra, chill nights, warm days, air like 
champagne.  

For our high country riders, the days are get-
ting short, the nights long, you can see the riding season coming to a 
close.

Here on the Los Padres, our riding and project season is just getting 
underway. The heat in the hills is breaking. The darned eye seeking 
fl ies will disappear.  

The folks in Southern California are saying, “well, things are about the 
same…”  

In this great state a thousand miles long and ranging over 15,000 
feet in elevation differentials, we can pretty much select our weather 
and climate. No other state offers that variety, or offers the variety of 
landscapes, from arid desert to glaciated granite peaks, to steep deep 
coastal river canyons holding wild trout miles from any roads, unless 
of course, they burned over this summer…….. We are fortunate. 

We also have a fairly continuous crisis, a crisis for which our BCHC 
exists. The crisis is both bureaucratic and on the ground. Agencies are 
caught between user groups, trails and trail use can suffer. From the 
groups trying to get horses out of wilderness, to the groups trying to 

get bicycles into wilderness it is a wonder that 
that earnest responsible agency people don’t pull 
their hair out and jump off bridges. 

This is where we come in. We are the voice of 
reason, we are the voice of traditional use, if 
we insure that trails are maintained, and open 
to stock, we insure that all permitted users have 
access. I don’t know if hikers understand that we 
horse people provide the support and often the 
labor that keeps the trails they love open.

We are currently involved in the Yosemite 
Wilderness Management plan, this is critical for our use. One major 
issue in Yosemite is the serious lack of parking for equestrian rigs. We 
really hope this can be addressed. Riding in Yosemite is world class. 
Now, consider this, only 6% of overnight use in recent years has been 
private equestrians.  It is pretty hard for the Park Service to get excited 
about such a small percent of users.  

That brings us to an important point. There are about 600,000 horses 
in private ownership in California, could there be 10% of horse own-
ers who ride trails? I have no idea, perhaps only 5% but that is still 
more than 10 times the number of people in BCHC. I have a challenge 
for you, as our infl uence is related to our numbers, we need to at least 
double our numbers. If every member could recruit 1 or 2 or 10 more 
members, if we can get these numbers into Yosemite and Sequoia and 
every Forest in-between and beyond, we can become a ‘voice’ of such 
magnitude that the agencies could not ignore us.

Think about it.
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STATE BCHC
January 30,2016
UNAPPROVED DRAFT BCHC MINUTES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ATTENDANCE -  All Units had a representative in attendance
Meeting was called to order at 12:35 by President Richard Waller
MINUTES – Motion by Gayle Lyons – Second by Kaye Bruns that the 
minutes from 10-3-15 be approved as read.
CORRESPONDENCE – Kaye Bruns reported on correspondence re-
ceived.
TREASURER’S REPORT -  Lynn Joiner reported on income from the 
calendars.  Bob wanted 10 more. There were some questions:
? What is Skunk Hollow – was a property donated to us that we sold 
and are receiving payments on.
? Leave No Trace – on the 501c3- not really a donation
? BCHC Grant – was received for Education and we are using for dis-
plays for shows we attend.
? Why are the Top Hand cups not “Made in USA”?  There is a differ-
ence in price – China cups are $25 – Made in USA are $40.  Lloyd 
made the motion Dennis seconded that from now on we buy USA 
Made-Motion carried.
Kaye motioned that we accept the Treasurers Report – Lisa seconded – 
Motion carried.
BCHA DIRECTOR – Pete Kriger reported that Peg Greiwe has been 
having some health issue and BCHA realized they need some man-
agement backup.  They have been researching companies that will do 
phones, email set up meeting, do the newsletter, etc. They will pay a fee 
for these services, however since they did not fi ll an Executive Director 
position they will use these funds. 
 If you have not seen “Untrambled” it was fi lmed in Montana and is 
great.
BCHA gave a Youth Packing Scholarship.  They wrote an essay and 
Pete served on the selection committee.  The young man enjoyed his 
pack trip and as a scout he is recruiting other young people to partici-
pate.  BCHA will offer this again in 2016.
Pete encouraged everyone to look at the BCHA website as it has a lot of 
good information.
On a personal note, Pete announced that he will be stepping down at the 
end of his term as BCHA Director.  Dan Horn asked Pete if he could 
write a job description about the Nation Director job.  Pete suggested 
Dennis Serpa be considered as his replacement.
INSURANCE – Lloyd asked if anyone had any complaints, problems 
with insurance.  None were reported.  Lloyd reported that he is inves-
tigating if could we could raise the limit to 2 million.  The policy will 
renew on April 1, 2016.  He has sent out renewal info to each unit to 
complete.  The price will probably go up.
MEMBERSHIP – Chip reported that some states have requested As-
sociate memberships with California Units.  This would require a bylaw 
change and Chip will look into the other issues such as insurance, etc. 

and report back. 
Motion was made by Bob Magee and seconded by Michael King that 
we revise the bylaws to accept out of state Associate members. 
Discussion – Would it be reciprocal?  Should we charge a higher rate 
for out of state associate memberships?  What if they are not a current 
member in another state.  Why don’t we just ask them to purchase a 
membership – not associate.    Chair called for the question – Motion 
carried.
EDUCATION - Dan Horn asked if there were any questions about the 
morning’s meeting.
PUBLIC LANDS - Troy Patton and Thor Bodtker asked if any ques-
tions after the morning meeting.
YOUTH – Jacque and Mary reported that things are going well
WEBSITE – Jacque reported that she will be updating some things.
NEWSLETTER – Lisa reported that she needs judges for the Journal-
ism Award given at Rendezvous
OLD BUSINESS – Mike has Rendezvous hats for $18
Offi cer Training – The South has done theirs, North will be March 5th 
in Redding, Central -being worked on.
There was a complaint from the fl oor that if a Director was not here 
for the morning Education and Public Lands meeting they are missing 
out on information if it is not given again.  We have fallen into giving 
reports at the Executive Board meeting, again in the morning meeting 
and a third time at the BOD.  We need to fi gure this out.
Rendezvous Trailer – It is complete with solar power.  Mike is adding 
tables, etc.
Bylaws – This is the second reading for: 
Affi liate memberships -were changed to 6 months instead of 60 days  
Multi-year membership – we had to fi x this to accommodate the 2-3 
year memberships. 
Motion by Bob Magee - seconded by Bob Gage that we accept these 
bylaw changes.  Motion carried.
Motion was made by Steve Renebu – seconded by Lloyd that we sus-
pend Roberts Rules of Order for purpose of the following item. Motion 
Carried
ITEM – Bylaw change to have the Executive Committee Offi cers serve 
for two years.  The terms would be staggered for this year.  Chip ex-
plained that the following positions would be elected in even years, 
President, 2nd Vice President, Treasurer and one National Director, 
Alternate National Director, VP of Youth Ed and VP of Educations.  In 
odd years we would elect 1st Vice President, Vice President of Public 
Lands, the 2nd National Director, Membership Chair and Secretary.  
Discussion – When you have Co-Vice Presidents how is it handled?  It 
is considered one position.  When would this be effective? – 2017.   
Motion by Bob Magee – seconded by Troy to accept 1st reading of 
Bylaw Change for terms of offi ce Motion carried 1st reading.  

January 30,2016 UNAPPROVED DRAFT BCHC MINUTES continued on Page 5



The Backcountry News ~FALL 2016

                     Page5  

STATE BCHC
January 30,2016 UNAPPROVED DRAFT BCHC MINUTES continued from Page 4 

 Bob Magee moved and Stacy seconded that we reinstate Roberts 
Rules of Order. Motion carried.

 SAW POLICY – Chip reported that this gives control of certifi cation 
to us.  We will have trained BCHC instructors who can train others 
and this training will be recognized by the Forest Service.

 UNIT REPORTS – We did not receive Sequoia.  They send but Kaye 
didn’t receive.  They will resent to Susie.  In the future Lisa requests 
that we also sent to her for newsletter, Jacque for website, and Pete to 
share with BCHA.

 ROCKY MT. ELK FOUNDATION SHOW – Las Vegas – Dennis 
reported that our booth was well received.  166 people gave us their 
information from 29 different states.  The California information has 
been sent to various people to contact for possible membership.  The 
cost was $3500.

 2017 RENDEZVOUS – Susie reported that they are working on time-
lines and she would like suggestions for classes and for Units to take 
on pieces of the Rendezvous.

 2017 CALENDARS – Will be available at Rendezvous for pick-up 
and sale.

 UNIT BYLAWS – Santa Ana River and Lake Mendo submitted by-
laws for approval – Chip has reviewed them and they look good.  Mo-
tion by Kaye - Troy seconded that we accept new bylaws from Santa 
Ana River and Lake Mendo-  – Motion carried.

 OTHER INFORMATION
 Joe from San Joaquin Sierra Unit reported on Big Meadow in Sequoia 

near Squaw Valley – They have been maintaining the camp and have 
use of camp for free in exchange for their maintaining it.  Recently 
they heard the camp was going into a conservation area and would be 
closed.  They made a proposal to take over the camp – they would ask 
for donations and not have a reservation system.  They would have 
camp hosts.  There are no corrals and camp holds 10 to 15 rigs.  Dis-
cussion from fl oor about worker’s comp, insurance, and about wheth-
er this would be concessionaire or volunteer.  BCHC does not want 
liability.  They want to be open from Memorial Day to Labor Day.

 We have an offer of 15% discount to our members with a link from 
our website to Riding Warehouse.  Lynn motioned Troy seconded that 
we establish this link on the website –– Motion carried.

 The Fall State Meeting will be held here in Santa Nella on October 7 
& 8 2016.

 Sequoia Kings Canyon money from legal fund – See Lynn.
 May 5-8 is Cuyamaca Service Week-end in San Diego – come help 

and camp.
 San Diego is willing to man a booth at Mule Days and they will ride 

Mule Days Parade in honor of Gary McClintock.

 Meeting adjourned at 2:15 p.m.

State Board Meeting – Revised Agenda DRAFT
October 8, 2016
Santa Nella, CA

A. Call meeting to order: President Richard Waller
B. Record of Attendance: Susie Patton
C. Minutes of the January Meeting
D. Secretary Correspondence: Susie Patton
E. Reports:
 1. Treasurer’s Report- Lynn Joiner
  2. BCHA: Pete Kriger and Ann Lange
  3. Insurance: Lloyd Erlandson
  4. Membership: Chip Herzig
  5. Education: Dan Horn and Denise Robinson
 6. Public Lands: Thor Bodtke and Troy Patton
  7. Public Service: Stacy Kuhns
  8. Youth Coordinators: Jacque Murphy and Mary Odell
  9. Website: Jacque Murphy
  10. Newsletter: Lisa Deas
 F. Old Business: 
  1. 2017 Calendar update: Lynn Joiner
  2. 2017 Rendezvous update: Susie Patton
  3. By-Law readings -2nd Reading -Offi cer Terms – 
  1st Reading –Article 4 -  Members and Local  
 ```` Unit Structure-  Discipline
 4. Saw Policy updates
 G.  New Business
  1. Elections –  Two separate elections will be held: 
 Following Elected for One Year Term (a) election
  a.  election for President, 2nd VP, Treasurer, one  
  National Director, Alternate National Director,  
  VP Youth Education, VP Education

We will entertain a motion from the fl oor to temporarily with-
draw the bylaw (Article 7- Offi cers) stating the number of 
people from one unit that can serve as a Director/ Alternate 
Director. 

 Following Elected for Two Year Term (b) election
 b.  election for 1st VP, Secretary, VP Public Lands, 2nd  
 National Director, Membership, Alternate Director   
 (write- in if motion passes)
 2.  Calendar sales for next year
H. Other Business
 1. Dates for Winter BCHC Meeting –
Adjourn:
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UNIT NEWS

The Los Padres Unit held 
its 7th Annual Youth 
Educational Campout this 
past June, formerly called 
the Boat 'n Ride!  These 
fun, youth-centered three 
day events have been held 
at both Lake San Antonio 
in Monterey County and 
Lake Lopez in San Luis 
Obispo County.

This year members fi lled 
the Black Bear Horse 
Camp at Lopez in Arroyo 
Grande with campers, 
horses, mules, adults, and 
youth, including many 
little ones!

The educational events 
were pack strings of mule 
trains, hands-on horse-
manship demonstrations, 
nature talks with live 
snakes, lizards, and stuffed 
demo. animals.  It was all 
hands on as we discussed 
habitat, fi re impact, and 

safety outdoors and in the 
backcountry.

A feature event was the 
youth-only trail trials.  
Judged obstacles such 
as gates, branch drags, 
ponchos, short steep hills, 
log step-overs, etc. were 
ridden by all youth attend-
ees, trading and borrowing 
horses. Even the little ones 
were lead-lined.

It was concluded with rib-
bons, prizes, and root beer 
fl oats!

All these events, includ-
ing delicious BBQ and 
Dutch oven desserts, were 
executed by our fabulous, 
faithful, and hard-working 
Los Padres members.

Next year we may be 
looking at a larger venue; 
Montana de Oro State 
Park? Beach and Ride? 

North Bay Unit Clearing Canoe Loop Fire Road
by Dan Horn 

Los Padres Youth Campout
by Ellie Livingston Coordinator Youth Events

Got a report this week about a 
downed oak tree totally block-
ing the Half Canoe Fire Road, 
so Thor and I went in Saturday 
morning to clear it.   Report was 
right, even the hikers could not 
get thru.

The very large Oak had let go 
because the center was all rot-
ten. The main trunk of the tree 
was three feet thick.

After dressing out in our Per-
sonal Protective Equipment, 
having the Pole Saw the Unit 
owns was a great tool to start 
with. 

We were able to clear away all 
the limbs safely to eliminate 
even the overhead dangers.  
What a nice tool.  

Keeping the area clean of limbs 
gave us a clear egress if any 
surprises were to happen.  We 
had to cut the rounds down to 2 
ft. long chunks to be able to roll 
them off the road.  They were 
pretty heavy.  Altogether it took 
us about 3 hours.

Out of about a dozen people 
that went by, there was only one 
that stopped, tied their horse up 
and helped drag brush. Wish I 
had of gotten her name.

P 6
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From July 5 to July 9, seventeen members of the Freepackers performed 
work from Granite Creek near Clover Meadow. More than 32+ trees 

were cleared on the many 
trails out of Granite 
Creek.  The trail to the 
Chetwood Cabin and to 
the San Joaquin River via 
the Mammoth trail were 
also reconned for work to 
be done by other Sierra 
National Forest crews. 

We started early with 
breakfast cooked by Paul 
LaSpada and Mike Ho-

gelund.  The menu include some 
the regular fare but thanks to John 
and Laurie Wagoner we also had 
Buffalo Stroganoff, Biscuits with 
Caribou/ Pork Gravy, Buffalo & 
Beef Spaghetti. What a treat! We 
also had Dutch Oven apricot crisp 
for dessert one night made by 
Susan Hogelund with home grown 
apricots from my tree.

Each day crews went in different 
directions.  The fi rst day one group 
cleared from Soldier Meadow area 
to Clover Meadow cutting trees 
while the other group headed up 
to the switch backs on the Isberg 
Trail to the Niche to clear brush.  
The next day 19 trees where 
cleared on the Fernandez Trail 
to Jackson to the Norris Cutoff.  
Whitethorn was cleared too.  An-
other other group reconned from 
the Mammoth Trailhead to the San 
Joaquin River to Sheep’s Cross-
ing where it was noted that 9 trees 
needed to be worked with two 

almost impassible.  The last work day we reconnned the trail from the 
Niche to the Chetwood Cabin back to Cora Lake and back to the Niche 
where there were 11 trees needing removal.  Members stopped and 
cleared smaller trees that could be removed without a saw.  

There was time to fi sh and swim and to just enjoy the area.  

UNIT NEWS
Sierra Freepackers Granite Creek Work Party

By Mary Odell (Pictures by various unit members)

Rolling a large cut log:
Linda Sadler, Bob James, 

Patricia Vallentyne, John Wagoner

High Sierra Unit - Mule Days Parade

BEFORE

AFTER

Each year the town of Bishop hosts Mule Days during the last week 
of May.  Mule Days is a six-day celebration showcasing the versatil-
ity and athletic abilities of the American Mule.  It is one of the larg-
est Mule Shows held in the US each year. 

The Bishop Mule Days Celebration Parade is one of the long stand-
ing and crowd favored signature events of Memorial Day Weekend.  
Spectators covet prime locations up and down Bishop’s Main Street 
hoping to garner a priceless view of the beautiful mules, wagons, 
drivers and riders. 

The parade has been given the title by the Guinness Book of World 
Records as the “Longest Non-Motorized Parade in the World” – has 
brought upwards of 30,000 spectators to this small town of just over 
4,000 residents. 

This year’s parade took place Saturday, May 28rd.  Marching bands, 
honored guests and community youth organizations intermingled 
with dozens of people astride mules and horses to mark the occasion. 

Over 100 entries were there this year to help entertain the spectators.  
In the past; a few of the more notable participants have included 
California’s governors, including Ronald Reagan in 1974. 

Gorgeous saddle mules and beautifully matched pack strings parade 
down Main Street.  Stunning 4, 6 or 8-up hitches are not unusual, 
and this year there was the added treat of the magnifi cent Borax 20 
Mule Team.                                                               continued on Page 8 
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UNIT NEWS

continued from Page 7

This year High Sierra Unit Mem-
bers Lee and Bob Herrick entered 
a pack string in the parade under 
the authentic working load cat-
egory.  The string consisted of one 
lead animal and fi ve pack mules.  
Each pack mule had a different 
load to represent authentic loads 
that a person could possibly see 
in the backcountry.  The fi rst mule 
carried a rescue litter that could 
be used to carry an injured person 

out of the backcountry.  Another 
carried timbers that could be used 
to make a bridge repair.  One mule 
had slings, which carried two ice 
chests.  Mule number four carried 
an eight-foot two-man bow saw, 
along with other trail working 
tools.  The fi nal mule carried met-
al panniers specifi cally designed 
to carry chain saws and fuel for 
tree removal and trail clearing 
in non-wilderness areas.  As the 
string made its’ way down the 
parade route, the announcers read 

a script which talked 
about the mission of the 
Backcountry Horsemen 
and their promotion of 
gentle use and leave no 
trace use techniques.  
The judges must have 
liked the entry, as it 
was awarded the Grand 
Marshal Award, given 
to the best authentic 
working load carried 
by a commercial pack 
string.

Hello, fellow members!!

We are happy to inform you of a new member benefi t! 

We’ve recently arranged a 15% discount for members-
only at Riding Warehouse. The discount code will be 
provided to your Unit President.  This code is good 
even for additional savings on clearance items. A few ex-
clusions apply (e.g. oversize items and brands with min. 
pricing requirements). You may use your discount online 
or at RW’s retail store in San Luis Obispo, CA. 

Please note: This generous discount is intended for 
BCHC members only and may be revoked or changed if 
it is shared publicly with nonmembers. Please respect the 
discount privilege. Happy shopping!

http://www.ridingwarehouse.com/trail.html?from=group 
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UNIT NEWS
Mother Lode Unit - 

Caples Creek Equestrian 
Trailhead Completed

By Lucy Badenhoop

On 15 August 2016, volunteers 
gathered at the Caples Creek 
Equestrian Trailhead to complete 
the installation of the durable sur-
face (gravel) on US Forest Service 
Road 10N94 and the cul-de-sac 
designated for day use.  This proj-
ect is the result of a strong partner-
ship between the US Forest Ser-
vice, the Elegant Ears Mule Assn. 
and the Mother Lode Unit of Back 
Country Horsemen of California 
(BCHC-MLU)

The current effort included three 
days of tree trimming, drainage 
repair, dump trucks, water trucks, 
graders, compactors, a John Deere 
210LE multi-purpose tractor and 
the battle of the bees.  This year’s 
crop of meat wasps was especially 
aggressive and appeared every-
where, even when food was not 
present.  They invaded pant legs, 
gloves, and long sleeves ….. sev-
eral volunteers were stung.

Finishing this trailhead culmi-
nates a long-term effort to pro-
vide a staging area for packers 
and equestrians of all types in the 
Eldorado National Forest along the 
North Fork of the American River 
on Silver Fork Road.  It is across 
the Fitch Rantz Bridge from the 
hiker’s trailhead and uses shared 
trails.

The project team had a special 
challenge at this location as the 
waterway was recently designated 
as habitat for the endangered yel-
low legged frog.  This meant the 
water truck could not disturb the 
embankment to pump water as 

past projects had done.  The near-
est piped water was so far away 
that a second water truck would be 
needed at $100 per hour to work in 
relay for the 3-day job.

The USFS Ranger on our partner-
ship team was especially helpful in 
negotiating access to pump river 
water without disturbing the frog’s 
habitat.  The water truck parked 
on the bridge and dropped a spe-
cial pump/hoses over the rail.  The 
pump rental and spill kit purchase 
added only $550 in costs, rather 
than $2,400 for a second truck.

To date, the total value of site im-
provements are over $105,402 con-
sisting of $39,225 grant funding, 
$15,071 donations, and $51,106 
volunteer labor and in-kind dona-
tions.  Grants and donations were 
used to purchase materials….
mostly gravel….1566 tons.

Future improvements being con-
sidered by the USFS are a toilet 
and a source for stock water.  Even 
if the partnership donates the 
construction, adding these features 
require maintenance costs in the 
USFS budget and will depend on 
public usage and demand.  Users 
can support funding by contacting 
the Placerville Ranger District (see 
fl yer).

BHC-MLU is proud to participate 
in these local partnerships that 
promote public access to public 
lands.  Readers are encouraged to 
spread the news of this new facility 
to their equestrian friends.

Sequoia Unit - Two New Horse Corrals at 
Lewis Camp Trailhead

Submitted by Libby Beatty

Two years ago (2014) our Sequoia Unit Secretary, Joy Girardo, saw 
an opportunity to apply for a BCHA grant of $1000. She brought 
the idea to a meeting and enlisted Sandy Oates, then President, and 
Sandy's husband, Bob Oates to help. The three brainstormed and 
thought 2 new pipe corrals would be used by the public, as well as the 
Unit, at the Lewis Camp Trailhead.

Bob called the Forest Service and got the go ahead, and Joy and 
Sandy wrote the grant. They awarded the grant! 

On June 4, 2016, National Trails Day, Bob hauled the corral panels 
which were put together by Mike Deatherage Welding, up to Lewis 
Camp Trailhead. Eight members of the Sequoia Unit worked on 
clearing the ground, putting panels together and cementing in the cor-
ners. We worked about 9 hours and now we have 2 additional horse 
corrals at the trailhead!

Thanks so much...
• $1000 grant from BCHA
• The US Forestry for supporting and approving our project
• Mike Deatherage for building the corral panels
• Peg Wilson for hauling her tractor up to use
• Bob Oates for hauling cement and the panels up
• Sandy Oates and Joy Girardo for writing the grant!

Our work crew: Sandy and Bob Oates, Gail Inman, Peg Wilson, 
Libby and Gus Beatty, Elaine and Dave Mello. 

Job well done! We will all use those horse corrals!!
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UNIT NEWS
San Joaquin Sierra Unit

Bishop Mule Days 2016…What a BLAST!!!!!
          By Jan Mikkelson 

This year John and I attended our fi rst Bishop Mule Days and we quickly 
realized we had waited far too long to come to such a great event. This 
is the largest mule show in the USA. We went to every show, had great 
seats and perfect weather with periodic sprinkles that would freshen the 
air.  What else could we have asked for! 

Sitting behind us during many shows, coincidently, were BCHC mem-
bers Duane and Pat Peverill, Alan Fry, Joe and Carol Kaminski, Peter 
Parkin, and Steve Naylon, to name a few.  We ran into Chip and Linda 
Herzig, Debbbie McDougald and some Sierra FreePacker members, too. 
John and I met a great couple from Colorado and got to visit with them 
every day as a well.  We had a perfect view of everything that went on in 
the main arena. 

Initially, what struck John and me, was the patriotic tone of the week.  
Prayers before events, American Flags everywhere, announcers constant-
ly referring to the love of their country and the array of mules and horses 
adorned with fl ags.  The Mule Day’s Parade is the biggest non-motorized 
parade in the country. No Corvettes or Harley’s in this procession!!  Par-
ticipating was the US Forest Service, BCHC riders Bob and Lee Herrick 
leading their packs, and local participants and politicians. The sentimen-
tal tributes to cowboys past and current, beloved mules still alive and 
passed, was deeply moving and much needed in a country during these 
tumultuous times.  It was like being in a time capsule 20-30 years ago, 
in an immaculate town with people so respectful and appreciative, and 
always with a magnifi cent view everywhere we turned.  Also encourag-
ing was the amount of young people, many of them from competing 
colleges, participating in events. 

This year Back Country Horsemen San Joaquin Sierra Unit and Clovis 
Rodeo Association were major sponsors who supported the Fresno State 
pack team, with Jocelynn Barrington receiving top all around packer 
award.  What a fabulous group of college students!  The Fresno State 
team including Jocelynn were Grace Bloom, Katie McDougald, niece of 
member Debbie, and Kelly Davis.  They came in fi rst in the pack relay 
and fi rst in the pack scramble and third overall. What fun it was to see 
them work so hard and do so well getting their mules packed and in their 
string as fast as they did.   

Kathy Rohde was there with her mule Roman IV’S Dun it Legal, aka 
Troy, and won a beautiful World Champion Saddle Mule buckle award 
and was fi rst in the color class and fi rst in the AMA halter class. (Thanks 
again Kathy for strongly encouraging us to come to this event!!!).

There was so much action in the arena with a retiring fi re engine from 
the early 1900’s, the mesmerizing team of Percheron Thunder, getting all 

decked out and hitched to their wagon for their exciting appearances ev-
ery day in the arena.  Much of this brought me back to my grandfather’s 
ranch with his big draft horses and wagons and I loved reliving those 
memories of wonderful times.  There were costume classes, chariot races, 
diamond hitch competitions, comedy classes, shoeing competitions, trail 
classes, reining, halter, steer roping, English pleasure, pole bending, 
cow work, dressage, and the list goes on.   There was Cowboy Church, 
vendors of all kinds, cross cut saw classes and concerts with well known 
musical artists such as Michael Martin Murphey and Dave Stamey.  

John and I also ventured over to the little town of Laws about 6 miles 
north of Bishop.  This town also stopped in time, and one of the volun-
teers fascinated us with demonstrations of mining equipment, saw mill 
tools and a 2 horse power stationary engine that worked the saws of the 
day. He gave us historic information on the mines, the railroads, old 
homes, household appliances and furniture.  

After four days we headed home the same way we drove in, via the 
southern route.  I don’t remember ever seeing Mt. Whitney from this van-
tage point and I took many photos to remind me later.   We also stopped 
at Manzanar, the Japanese Internment Camp during WWII. Most of the 
buildings are gone, but we drove through the whole area and saw rem-
nants of a hospital, a dried man made pond and garden, foundations and 
the cemetery with the historic obelisk still standing in the center. 

As we drove home, I kept thinking of the precious mules and donkeys I 
had interacted with 
during the 4 days.  
I had fallen in love 
over and over with 
those big ears and 
braying sound ef-
fects 

It was wonderful 
to be in a com-
munity that deeply 
honors the equine, 
riders and attend-
ees and to devote 
an entire week to 
the mule and all of 
its talents.  We felt 
lucky to have been 
a spectator and 
hope to be there 
again next year. 

Thank you Bishop, 
for making us feel 
so welcome.
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EDUCATION
Education  - Fall 2016

Dan Horn

I hope you all had a Safe and Fun 
summer.  It sure went by fast.!!

Saw a lot of pictures of pack trips 
and Educational Events posted on 
Facebook.  

Have to say from the pictures 
Roland Schmitz sent me of the 
booth at the L A County Fair, the 
bar has been set really high.  This 
was a three week long project this 
year that has 3 days a week of 
school kids from 9 am to 12 noon.  
The booth is organized by Santa 
Anna River Unit each year at the 
fair with sponsor help from the 
local BLM Offi ce.  

Outstanding Job!!

The National Saw Policy was 
signed on July 19th.  A few days 
later Chip and I submitted our Saw 
Program to the Region 5 
Designated Coordinators.  The 
problem is that both the Coordina-
tors are active members of the NFS 
Firefi ghting Crew and we all see 
how busy they are this year. So we 
may have to wait for the rains to 
start to get our program moved to 
the front burner for approval.  We 
will keep you posted.

We have started a new Safety 
Awareness Program that we plan 
on debut at the October Meeting.  
As you may have seen on the State 

web site, there is a tab called 
Safety Program.  There you will 
fi nd a host of documents that are 
required by the Forests under 
volunteer agreements.  The Safety 
Awareness Program is to help our 
members better understand all the 
forms and bottom line to make 
everything we do SAFE!

2017 will be our next Wilderness 
Rider Training.  Interviews will 
be at Rendezvous in Bishop.  Big 
change in the program is that this 
next class will be a combo class, 
students will graduate as both 
Wilderness Rider and “Leave No 
Trace” Master.  So spread the word 
to all the W/R prospects you know. 

Contact Donna Meier 
for more information  
knewcaptn@aol.com 

Our Next General Public 
“Leave No Trace” Masters Course 
will be April 10th thru the 15th, 
2017. The location will be up north 
at the Forest Service Center for 
Excellence near Trinity Lake. 

Applications will start being 
accepted in January 2017. 
Check our BCHC web site for 
more information.

See you all in October at the Fall 
meeting

Backcountry Horsemen
of California

Leave No Trace
Master Educator 

Stock Course
April 10th - 15th, 2017
Forest Service Center 

for Excellence
Trinity Lake, CA

Stock Course
Trail Head Camp, 

NO PERSONAL STOCK
NO DOGS
Price: TBD

Applications will be 
accepted January 2017

Check bchcalifornia.org 
for more information

Interested in becoming a Wilderness Rider? Interviews will be 
at Rendezvous in Bishop, March 2017.  Graduates will be both 

Wilderness Rider and “Leave No Trace” Master. 

Seeking venue for training.  If you know a suitable location, 
water, amenities, etc. please contact Dan Horn

bearstrap@msn.com
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UNIT NEWS
Top of State 2016 Youth Wilderness Experience

by Penny Wells-Thomas

On July 20-22, 2016 our BCHC-Top of the State Unit completed a Youth  
Wilderness Experience for fi ve local 4-H teen youth from Siskiyou 
County.

As with all units of BCHC we are very aware of the growing need to 
involve our youth into the wilderness experience.  Most of us are not 
spring chickens and we do need the younger generation to follow in our 
lead.  But even more important than that is the realization that our 
youth are drifting more towards technology and less toward the natural 
world.  I think all of us have experienced the wonderful feeling of 
riding our horse or mule to some lake and gazing out at a beautiful 
meadow.  I also think we know if one does not experience this they will 
probably not have a vested interest in saving it.  

So with this in mind we came up with the idea of a Youth Wilderness 
Experience.  Our plan was to introduce the kids to horse riding, camping, 
hiking, fi sh plants and many other educational experiences. A commit-
tee was formed that included many BCHC members, and our local 4-H 
leader.  The group worked on all the logistics of getting the youth in to 
a lake on horseback safely, cooking, sleeping arrangements, teaching 
opportunities, coordinating a fi sh plant with California Fish & Wildlife, 
breaking camp and heading out.

So, on July 20, 2016 Colleen and David Nye met with the fi ve 4-H 
youths at the Fort Jones community center and headed towards the 
trailhead.  There, they met with the rest of the group who packed up all 
supplies and headed toward the lake.  Packers included Don Menne, 
Michael Journey, and Robert Robustellini, who helped show the youth 
how to pack, weigh and load the gear onto the mules.  The kids were 
matched up with their mule or horse and started down the trail with Erica 
Fruiht in the lead, Laurie Robustellini in the middle and several others 
bringing up the rear.  Upon arriving at camp everyone ate lunch and set 
up tents.  The basics for the campsite had been set up by Laurie and Bill 
Knipsel who rode up the day before.  The youth wanted to go see the 
lake so they were escorted to the lake, an approximately 10-15 minutes 
hike from camp.  One of the kids had a fi shing pole and caught a fi sh 
which he later had for dinner.  A pork dinner was prepared with the help 
of the kids and later cleaned up under the supervision of Caralee Scala 
and Barbara Schuyler.  And of course an evening wouldn't be complete 
without S’mores.

Thursday started off with a great breakfast of bacon, eggs and pancakes, 
again with the help of the kids .  After a full tummy, all headed to the 
lake for the fi sh plant. Bob Dean, Sherry Glendenning and Bill Bradshaw 
did a great job explaining this to the kids. Two California Fish and Wild-
life employees were also there to explain to the kids the science 
behind planting fi sh.  The youth not only learned about planting fi sh, 

but they actively participated in releasing the fi sh into the lake.  The 
youth then enjoyed some additional time at the lake, catching some more 
fully grown fi sh to again add to the dinner menu.

Laurie Knipsel taught the kids the principles of LNT and emergency 
wilderness preparedness.  Colleen also spoke on emergency issues along 
with what to bring in a fi rst aid kit.  The afternoon ended with a 
scavenger hunt.

Tom Berry prepared a chicken dinner, showing the kids how to use 
Dutch ovens for both the dinner and the peach cobbler dessert.

On Friday morning breakfast burritos were heated on the campfi re in the 
Dutch ovens under the supervision of Tom and afterwards Bill Knipsel 
taught them how to put out the campfi re to make sure it did not start up 
after the crew left.

The packing crew arrived and Tom Berry led the explanations on how to 
pack up the animals.  The youth helped saddle up the mules with their 
packs and helped make sure supplies were properly loaded. After all of 
the packing, weighing and loading was accomplished, everyone rode 
back after having lunch.

This trip was very well organized with many meetings with BCHC Top 
of the State unit volunteers, the county 4-H leader and members of 
California Fish and Wildlife.  Much time was spent on purchasing food, 
planning the legalities of such an event, timing and procuring the 
animals.  I feel the ride was enjoyed by all and was a super educational 
opportunity.  We will certainly entertain the idea of another youth ride 
next year.  The 4-H youth all said they had a great time and would be 
interested in doing an event like this again.  They even highlighted 
this trip in their 4-H display at the Siskiyou Golden Fair.

The BCHC Top of the State Unit would like to acknowledge the follow-
ing individuals who contributed to the success of this Youth Wilderness 
Experience. 

Committee members were:   Duane Eastlick, Laurie and Bill Knipsel, 
Colleen and David Nye, Dale Payne, Laurie and Robert Robustellini, 
Caralee Scala, Barbara Schuyler, Joan Trabucco and Rhonda Zinkel. 
Additional volunteers included Tom Berry, Bill Bradshaw, Bob Dean, 
Erica Fruiht, Sherry Glendenning, Virgil Hardy, Sharon Horton, Michael 
Journey, Doug Kaufner and Don Menne.  Publicity was coordinated 
by Penny Wells-Thomas and the BCHC-TOS website handled by Kath-
ryn Matthews.  Partner Agencies included 4-H leader Jacki Zediker 
and Eric Jones & Hanna Gomes from the California Fish and Wildlife 
agency.  

see pictures on Page 13
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VOLUNTEER SERVICE
Volunteer Service Reporting

Stacy Kuhns with help from Larry Zauberis, 

Volunteerism is one of the most important activities Back Country 
Horsemen can use in our effort to perpetuate enjoyable common sense 
use of pack and saddle stock in the backcountry. A central point of our 
mission statement is to assist government agencies in maintenance and 
management of public lands.

By using our time and resources, we help insure that public land re-
mains open to recreational stock use by earning a seat at the table 
where we can infl uence the decisions concerning access to public lands 
by pack and saddle stock users. The value of being able to speak with 
public lands managers from the position of having provided volunteer 
service cannot be overstated.

It seems that while our members are more than willing to volunteer 
their time and energy to maintain trails all across the country, many are 
reluctant to report the hours and expenses incurred in that effort. The 
hours and value of volunteer service by Back Country Horsemen is 
consistently underreported.

It is important to remember that the purpose our volunteer effort goes 
far beyond the satisfaction provided by the trail work itself. The hours 
spent and expenses volunteered add to the credibility of our collective 
voice in discussions with public land managers whether on the local 
ranger district or in Washington D.C. 

It is up to us at the unit level to track and report our service. Each unit 
should appoint a Volunteer Hours Coordinator (VHC) or committee re-
sponsible for reporting the hours that members work and other expenses 
they incur during their service.

It is important to understand that the value of the volunteer service 
goes beyond trail work hours. It also includes time members devote 
to engagement in the management planning process. Other reported 
expenses like travel time, stock and equipment hauling, and donations 

in kind add to the value of our volunteer service.

BCH also tracks the impact of our volunteer service by tracking the 
miles of trail maintained, both in Wilderness Areas and on other public 
lands. These numbers are essential in discussions with legislators and 
public land managers as they demonstrate the signifi cant infl uence BCH 
is having on the maintenance backlog the USFS is experiencing under 
current budget conditions.

Having been appointed to chair the Volunteer Hours Committee please 
get your hours to me by Feb 1st, please communicate with each other 
in the unit to make sure whoever is taking care of your units volunteer 
hours have your information. 

I compile them all and get them off to BCHA. I want to make sure that 
everyone knows materials are available on the BCH website for units to 
use to track volunteer hours and expenses. As a committee, we worked 
hard to update the MS Excel workbook to be more user-friendly 
Please download and use these fresh materials from the BCH website 
at: http://www.bchcalifornia.org/forms.html

There is many ways to assist with the worksheets.
While we will accept Volunteer Hours reports in just about any format, 
using the form provided on the website greatly aids us in creating a re-
port that clearly expresses the nature of all our volunteer efforts on our 
public lands. 

WILDERNESS RIDERS- please submit them with your regular hours 
to the person in your unit collecting hours… ALSO send them separate-
ly to me with WILDERNESS RIDER HOURS in subject line..

Please feel free to contact me stacykuhns@aol.com or call 
909-633-1705 at any time if you have questions concerning 

reporting your volunteer service. 

Thanks so much for all your efforts! 

Top of State Youth Wilderness Experience
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BCHC

Belinda Gail - Prescott, AZ
Black Oak Casino - Tuolumne, CA
Elk Grove Milling - Elk Grove, CA
Garton Tractor, Inc - Turlock, CA
Jode Collins, Double C's Performance Mules 
and Donkeys - Lincoln, CA
Projection Photography - Carson City, NV
Redmond Equine - Redmond, UT
Spence Ranch Feed & Supply - Angels 
Camp, CA
Star Milling Company - Perris, CA
Terri Arington - Columbia, CA
Tindell's Horse & Mule School - Wilton, CA
Winton-Ireland Insurance Agency - Turlock, 
CA
WJM Auction - Acampa, CA

MANY THANKS TO THIS YEAR'S RENDEZVOUS SPONSORS:
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The deadline for submissions for the 
WINTER 2016 EDITION

of the Backcountry News is:

DECEMBER 15, 2016
Submissions to: 

Lisa Deas
(831) 402-7482

muledaze@yahoo.com

BCHC Membership
1280 State Rt. 208,

Yerington, NV 89447

MAIL YOUR BCHC MEMBERSHIPS TO: 

BCHC

THE BCHC EDUCATION FUND 
IS A 501(c)3 NONPROFIT 

ORGANIZATION

A donation in the amount of your choice is tax 
deductible. You can now donate easily and 
quickly, using a major credit card or PayPal. 
Simply go to the BCHC website (bchcalifornia.
org), Scroll down to the bottom of any page, 
press the DONATE button and help us in our 
many efforts.  THANK YOU!
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BCHC
OBJECTIVES AND PURPOSE

of the
BACKCOUNTRY HORSEMEN OF CALIFORNIA

(from the BCHC Bylaws)

 To improve and promote the use, care and development of California backcountry trails, 
campsites, streams and meadows; to advocate good trail manners.

 To promote the conservation and utilization of our backcountry resources in concert with 
livestock transportation.

 To keep the backcountry trails and forage areas open to horsemen on all public lands.
 To keep current information before the Corporation membership and its local Units 

regarding new legislation or management plans related to government regulations of the 
backcountry.

 To support or oppose new proposals, plans and restrictions as related to the interest 
of horsemen and those persons interested in recreational stock use and enjoying the 
backcountry.

 To promote the interest of people who, due to health or physical factors, need transportation 
other than by foot on backcountry trails.

 To promote public awareness and interest in the historical aspect of horsemen and stock in 
the backcountry and to help educate backcountry users on ways to use the trail and forage 
in a manner that conserves the backcountry resources.

 To assist in keeping the public informed of the vital need for a clean backcountry.
 To promote a working relationship with and keep the work and interests of the Corporation 

before our local, state and federal offi cials.
 To assist in the formation and continuation of local Units to carry out these purposes

GET INVOLVED, DO YOUR PART

DON'T FORGET:  The BCHC Execu  ve Commi  ee will  no longer send out membership renewal verifi ca  on “green slips” via 
regular mail.  Instead, each unit president and membership chair will get a personal email from the BCHC Membership Chair 
(Chip Herzig) with each units' data AND it will be put on the web page in the password protected sec  on.
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WANT TO START A NEW UNIT?

If there is no unit in your area and you are interested in starting one, 

contact BCHC Secretary Susie Patton for more information.   bludog60@hughes.net

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!!

Benefactor Funds are used in a variety of ways to support BCHC’s 
Public Lands activities.  Uses of Benefactor Funds may include but 
are not limited to hiring consultants to perform in-depth reviews, 
financing special studies and reports, and reducing out-of-pocket 
travel expenses for those who testify at state and federal hearings.

BENEFACTORS

BENEFACTORS, continued

PATRONS

MT. WHITNEY

Mother Lode  Ken Bourn
North Bay  Sarah and David Schoen
Redwood  Maris Hawkins
San Diego  Walt J. and Suzie Kirkwood
  Jayne Lesley
  Lynda Sterns
San Gorgonio Pass Susanne Holenstein
  Peter and Diana Kriger
  Ron and Korky Robertson                   
San Joaquin Sierra            John Cunningham
  Fred Gleason
  Stephen and Jill Naylon
  Patrick and Karen Warnshuis
Sequoia  Kathryn C. Bennett
  Steve Ladrigan
  Jamie Wilson, DVM
  Larry & Jody Young
Shasta Trinity  Lyle and Lauren Charter
  Joe R. Wilburn
Sutter Buttes  Corky Layne
  Ulla Park

Antelope Valley Stephen and Mary Ann Colf
  Heidi Furer
Eastern Sierra  Bill Carter
  Susie L. Harms    
  Troy and Susie Patton
  Russ Rantz
  James & Judy Waggoner
High Sierra  David and Juli Beale-Van
  Richard and Dena Cochran
  Ruth Gerson
  Nancy Hamill
Kern Sierra  Brad Allen of Rosedale Farrier Supply
  Robert L. Anderson
  Boyce ‘Buzz’ R. and Joann F. Caffee
  Mylon Filkins, DVM and Pat
  Larry and Pat Mumford
Los Padres  William Chaides and Nancy Kimmell
  James McGarry
  Kathleen L. Redden
  Glenn and Karen Teixeira
Mid Valley  Karen Barindelli
  Jay and Elizabeth Barnes
  Gary A. and Michelle L. Cain
  Dennise A. Davis
  Carol Jo Hargreaves and Larry Schneider
  David and Kristine Kraft
  Bob and Sandra Magee
  John V. Marshall
  MID VALLEY UNIT - BCHC
  Claudia Parrish
  Dan and Toni Peterson
  

 High Sierra       Jeff and Alice Kampen
Mid Valley       Lloyd and Susan Erlandson
       Dennis & Loretta Serpa
Mother Lode      Timothy and Michaela Durbin
Redshank Riders      Ken and Allison Renck
San Joaquin Sierra      Larry Nishma, Knapp-Yosemite Trails Pack Station
Sequoia       Jim and Pat Holly
Shasta-Trinity      Dean & Laura Angelides

Eastern Sierra  Sarah Sheehan
Mid Valley  Teri Arrington

Recognition of Special Individuals 
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
High Country  Lynn Cherry 
   Jerry & Pam Eckhardt
   Emily & JR Jones
   Richard & Monica Moss
   Barry Nichols
   Diane Tetreault
High Sierra  Jason Wright & Jessica Maroon
Lake-Mendo  Kathy Cottrell  
Mid Valley  Tom Hudson
   Justin Loewen
   Jaime Silva, Stephanie Hildebrand, 
   Angela & Dustin
Mother Lode  Lisa Cordy & Tim McCulloch
   Lacy Foos
   Mark Hawthorne
   Walter Hoyt IV & Lory Hopkins
   Barbara Lawrie
   John R. Lopes
   Sharon Talley DVM & Larry Buntrock DVM
   John Tedford
   Jennifer & Bing Voight
   Shannon & David Yee
North Bay  Lyndasue Chritensen & Casey Hall, Michael &  
   Lizzie Fisher
   Sandra Muller
   Dianne M. Steele
Redshank Riders Jerry Jordan  & Sue Sutton
   G. Diana Quinlan
   Robin Santillan & Mark Pankau
   Barbara Schulze
   Carl E. Simmons
Redwood  Marsha Bradbury
   Dave Johnston & Sherry Hudson
   Tom Morrin
San Diego  Judy Clark
   Kathleen Fitz
San Gorgonio Pass Colly Van Dyken  
San Joaquin Sierra Jeff & Mary Jane Bargas
   Tamila Kelley
   Heidi Romppanen
Santa Ana River Heidi Duran
   Maureen & Steve Franks
   Hannah Wagoner
Sequoia  Danie & Alex Coote
   Marlana Thomson
Shasta Trinity Chris Bugenig
Sierra Freepackers Chuck Martin
   Tracy & Owen Topping
Sutter Buttes  David Matthews & Cindy Hursh

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

These new members have joined BCHC 
between June - September 2016

THANK YOU NEW MEMBERS
We look forward to meeting you!!

Top of the State Kristi & Trinity Apodaca
   Amanda & Brendon Bradshaw
   Troy, Audrey, Robert & Sarah    
   Freeman
   Clara & Rob Jochim
   Debra, Rick & Maryssa Rodriquez
   Allan, Lisa & Kaydin Sarti

SAVE TIME AND MONEY BY SHOPPING ONLINE!

Earn cash back while shopping from home! Search for deals 
such as free shipping, instant savings, coupons, and more by 
visiting www.zamzuu.com/bchc

Some of the key features you’ll find on the BCHC shopping 
website include:

Apparel and Accessories, Automotive, Electronics, Health and Beauty, 
Home and Garden, Movies, Music and Entertainment

The Ultimate Shopping Experience!

Please help to make this exciting new program a success 
for the Backcountry Horsemen of California!

Start shopping on-line at: 
www.zamzuu.com/bchc
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BCHC Units Around the State
Antelope Valley
PO Box 84
Pearblossom, CA 93553
Paul Frisbey
(661) 944-3601
 phfrisbey@aol.com

Eastern Sierra
PO Box 157
Olancha, CA 93549
Susie Patton
(760) 872-9951
bludog46@gmail.com

High Country
PO Box 161
Milford, CA 96121 
Ernie Coe
(530) 253-2177
echorseshoeing@frontiernnet.net

High Sierra
PO Box 6938
Visalia, CA 93278-4427
Dick Cochran
(559)-686-8725
rcochran@visalialaw.com

Kern River Valley
PO Box 2179
Lake Isabella, CA  93240
Mike Hughes
(760) 379-5617
4HRanch@earthlink.net

Kern Sierra
16347 Stephenie Rd.
Bakersfi eld, CA 93314-9669
Scott Rogers
(661) 587-4555 
hard1water@gmail.com

Lake-Mendo
PO Box 1067
Lakeport, CA 95453
Don Bone
(707) 261-2663
bonesmules@yahoo.com

Los Padres
606 S. Hart Drive
Santa Maria, CA 93454
Kaye Bruns
(805) 466-8270
kowgrl@charter.net

Mid Valley
PO Box 1709
Modesto, CA  95353
Denis Serpa
(209) 848-4017
dmserpa@velociter.net

Mother Lode
PO Box 2088
Elk Grove, CA 95759-2088
Mike Kohlbaker
(916) 214-6505
4horsen@sbcglobal.net

North Bay
PO Box 9435
Santa Rosa, CA 95405
Thor Bodtker
(415) 328-4545
thunder.t@hotmail.com

Redshank Riders
PO Box 383
Aguanga, CA 92536-0383
Greg Bruce
(951) 514-9999
equinesmiles3@gmail.com

Redwood
PO Box 6023
Eureka, CA 95502-6023
Carole Polasek
(707) 786-9637
cell:  (707) 599-8021
muleride@frontiernet.net

San Diego
236 Oak St
Ramona, CA 92065-1952
Martin Jorgensen
(760) 789-5185
president@bchcsd.com

San Gorgonio Pass
PO Box 321
Calimesa, CA 92320
Pete Kriger
(909) 910-4619  
pkrigerjr@yahoo.com

San Joaquin Sierra
PO Box 25693
Fresno, CA 93729-5693
Joe Kaminski
(559) 7433-9170
kaminskiclan@gmail.com

Santa Ana River
PO Box 736
Norco, CA 92860-8062
www.bchcsaru.org
 Thad Chodakauskas
(951) 233-8027
ctchod@aol.com

Sequoia
PO Box 456
Springville, CA 93265-0579
Gail Inman
(559) 539-2260
president@bchc-sequoia.org

Shasta Trinity
10855 Beaver Rd
Oak Run, CA 96069-9602
Larry Shuman
(530) 527-8907 
lshuman62@gmail.com 

Sierra Freepackers
PO Box 64
Oakhurst, CA 93644-0064
Mary Odell
(559) 877-3532   
modell@sti.net

Sutter Buttes
110 Medley Lane
Oroville, CA 95965
Bob Gage
(530) 521-7369
bobgage@wildblue.net

Top of the State
PO Box 461
Etna, CA 96027-0461
Duane Eastlick
(530) 468-2286
duaneeastlick@gmail.com 

Questions?  
Membership Matters

Contact Membership Coordinators 
are Chip and Linda Herzig.  They 
will be happy to address your 
questions or concerns.  Chip and 
Linda may be reached Monday 

through Friday.

By mail:  BCHC Membership
1280 State Rt 208

Yerington NV 89447

Email:  membership@bchcalifornia.org

Phone:  (775) 463-3634

Planning a Trip? Use

 You will find the same airlines, hotels, rental cars and cruises 
as on other travel websites!

 You’ll get great travel prices!
 Each time you book travel a portion of the travel commissions 

will go to support BCHC!   

BCHC 
EARNS 60% 

OF THE 
COMMISSIONS!

www.ytbtravel.com/bchc 

It's that simple!
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BCHC Membership Application



“America’s 
Western Sweetheart”

BELINDA GAIL
belindagailsings.com

Western Music Association –
Seven Times Female Performer of the Year

ThreeTimes Duo of the Year with Curly Musgrave
One Time Album of the Year

Academy of Western Artists –
Two times Female Vocalist of the Year

American Cowboy Magazine –
One of the Top 50 

Country & Western Performers of all Time

Soluble fibers for improved digestion  - beet pulp, soy hulls
Fats for long lasting energy & healthy coat - rice bran, flaxseed
Yeast cultures for improved intestinal health - probiotics, prebiotics
No alfalfa or starch grains corn & barley
Locally made with high quality ingredients and no fillers

®Manufactured in California by

For the of Your HealthHorse’s

offers balanced formulas for ALL your horses’ nutritional needs.

Frankie &
 Schatzy
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Pictures from the 
Los Angeles County Fair

Great JOB and thanks volunteers!!!


