
Seferino Raul Murguia(1942 - 2009)

Seferino Raul Murguia Sep 3, 1942-Dec 26, 2009 Resident of Eureka Seferino Raul Murguia, Humboldt County Planning 
Commissioner and former 2nd District Supervisor, died on December 26th, 2009 surrounded by his family. Seferino was a 
Mexican caballero (horseman) and a true gentleman. He was 67-years-old. Sef was born on the Hardison Ranch, Filmore, CA on 
September 3rd 1942, the first of eight children to Florentino and Estella Murguia. He grew up playing and working in the orchards 
of San Jose with his brothers and sisters, where he watched as the fields gave way to urban sprawl. His fondest memories were 
hunting with his father and beloved Uncle Joe in the Los Padres National Forest. These experiences set in motion a life-long 
passion to preserve wild places and manage the rural landscape responsibly. Sef moved to Humboldt County to begin his 
education at Humboldt State University (HSU) after graduating from high school in San Jose. During the summers, he worked as a 
lookout for the US Forest Service. His first assignment was at the Gasquet Ranger District, on Monkey Ridge, at the tender age of 
18. Sef had a beautiful tenor voice and he sang in the HSU choir. He also became an adept swordsman on the HSU Fencing 
Team. Following his graduation in 1967, Sef worked for the State of California, Department of Human Resources. In 1972, he ran 
for and was elected Second District Supervisor, on a platform which promoted the preservation of Humboldt's natural beauty and 
quality of life. Following his term in public office, Sef worked many years for the State of California, Employment Development 
Department; he owned his own mail-order Ferrier supply business; served as a planner for the Yurok Tribe for seven years; and 
worked as a planning consultant. At the age of 60, he obtained his Masters Degree in Planning and Development Studies from 
University of Southern California. He served as a member of the Humboldt County Planning Commission for the past nine years. 
Sef loved his family, the outdoors, and the love of his life, Elizabeth, who he married on May 26, 1979. He was a 'renaissance man' 
in the truest sense - a voracious reader with numerous interests, a near photographic memory and an exquisite ability to interpret 
the larger meaning. Sef passed on his respect for nature to his children on many outdoor adventures, including back packing trips 
in the Marble Mountains, horse packing and hunting in the Trinity Alps, and hiking the coastal bluffs. Sef and Liz created a warm 
home, a gathering place for family and friends, sharing campfire stories and songs under the trees in the back yard, and excellent 
meals around the dining room table. Sef was passionate about his Mexican lineage. He was a vaquero, and working with horses 
was a major part of his life. He loved singing traditional Mexican songs, a fine horse, a comfortable saddle, a good rope, and a 
long trail. He passed on a fierce pride in his heritage to his children and grandchildren. Sef is survived by his wife Elizabeth 
Okerstrom Murguia of Eureka, children: Todd (Elisabeth) McMahon of Willits; Dana Murguia of Germany; Adam (Bethany) Murguia 
of Sausalito; and Michael Murguia of Emeryville. His grandchildren are: Morgan, Sarah and Jessica McMahon, Zachary, Owen, 
Maresol, Miguel, Ana, and Audrey Murguia. He is also survived by his siblings, Juan, Susanna, Rosura, Marjorie, Richard and 
David; numerous nieces and nephews and many cousins. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to the Seferino Raul 
Murguia Memorial Fund, at the Humboldt Area Foundation, 373 Indianola Rd., Bayside, 95524. The fund was established by Sef 
and his family to promote a conservation corridor in and around Humboldt Bay and the City of Eureka for the benefit of the public. 
A memorial Mass will be held at St. Joseph's Church, Henderson & C Streets in Eureka on Saturday, January 2nd at 11:00 AM. A 
celebration of Sef's life will follow at the Wharfinger Building, #1 Marina Way, in Eureka. Please sign the guestbook online at 
www.times-standard.com, click on obituaries.
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